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SUPPLEMENT 


To 


Mr. SwinpeN's 
| ENQUIRY, &c 


oa 2 | of Hell's Torment, A 
— (as well as indeed through- 
out his whole Work) allowed a full 

Scope to the Freedom of Thought, 

and juſtly defended all ſpeculative 

. Enquiries; the preſent Attempt is 
- neither to defend nor decry his Hy- 
potheſis, but to diſcover Truth, and 

as ſuch, will, I hope, prove accep- 

table. 


A 2 "Tas 


On the Eternity 


THE Notions of the human Spe- 


ces, as to a future State, are fo va- 
rious, that, a Connection of them, as 
it ſeemed to be wholly Mr. Swn- 


den's Deſign, is no other than the 


Purſuit I have in View; and this may 
be clearly perceived by the following 
Papers drawn up, ſoon after the firſt 
Appearance of his Book, for the Sa- 


tisfaction of a Lady of great Worth 


and Honour, who deſired to know the 
whole rate of the Controverſy relat- 
ing to this important ENQuiryY. 


Now, it muſt appear greatly ſur- 
prizing, that after Mr. $wanden has 
declared his Approbation of the Free- 
dom of Thought, which ought to be 
allowed to every Writer, 
ſhould pronounce ſuch an Jyſe Dixit, 
as to aſlert (in the 284% Page of his 
Chapter, on the Eternity of Hers 
re that, “ the Mercy of God, 
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of HELL Torments. 
js yet not capable of being extended 
to Sinners. 


Ix Order therefore to ſet this Mat- 
ter in as clear a Light as poſſible, I 


{hall produce the Sentiments of a very 


learned Foreigner, (the Reader will 
eaſily apprehend I mean Monſieur LE 


CERC) whole Defenſe of Arch- 
biſhop TILLOTSON's Doctrine was 
tranſlated from the French Original 


by the Reverend Dr. Deſagulters ; 
which in Juſtice both to Him and the 


Author, I ſhall here inſert Verbatim. 


TAE Doctrine delivered by Arch- 


biſhop TiLLOT SON in his 35th Ser— 


mon, I have here faithfully ſet down. 


_ Tſhallallo add a few Remarks, and 


draw ſome Conſequences which ap- 


pear proper for the Defenſe of the 
_ Chriſtian Religion, againſt thoſe who 
reject it upon account of its teaching 


the Eternity of the Pams of the next 


Life. 


# THE 


On the Eternity 


« Ty E eternal State of Rewards 


and Puniſhments in another World 


(ſays the Archbiſhop) our Bleſſed 
Saviour hath clearly revealed to us. 


And as to one Part of it, viz. 


That good Men ſhall be eternally 
happy in another World, every one 
gladly admits it: But many are loth 
that the other Part ſhould be true, 


concerning the eternal Puniſhment 


of wicked Men. And therefore they 
pretend that it is contrary to the 
Juſtice of God to puniſh temporary 
Crimes with eternal Torments : 
Becauſe Juſtice always obſerves a 


Proportion between Offences and 


Puniſhments ; but between tempo- 


rary Sins and eternal Puniſhments 


there 1s no Proportion. And as 
this ſeems hard to be reconciled 


with Juſtice, ſo much more with 


that Exceſs of Goodneſs which we 
. to be in God. 
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« AND therefore they ſay, that 
though God ſeems to have declared 


that impenitent Sinners ſhall be e- 


verlaſtingly puniſhed, yet theſe De- 
clarations of Scripture are fo to be 
mollified and underſtood, as that 
we may be able to reconcile them 
with the eſſential FerteTtons of che 
Divine Nature. 


«© THis is the full Force and 
Strength of the Objection. And 
my Work at this Time ſhall be to 
clear, if I can, this difficult Point. 


And that for theſe two Reaſons. 


Firſt, For the Vindication of the 
Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs : That 


God may be juſtified in his Sayings, 
and appear Righteous when he 


« 7udgeth. And Secondly, Becauſe 


„the Belief of the Threatnings of 
God in their utmolt extent, is 


“ of ſo great a Moment to a good 


5 Life, and fo preat a Diſcourage- 


« ment to sin; for the Sting of Sin is 


the 
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On the Eternity 


the Terror of eternal Puniſhment ; 
and if Men were once ſet free from 
the Fear and Belief of this, the 


moſt powerful Reſtraint from Sin 


would be taken away. 


« So that in Anſwer to that Ob- 
jection, I ſhall endeavour to prove 
theſe two Things. 


“ Firſt, That the eternal Puniſh- 
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ment of wicked Men in another 
World is plainly threatned in Scrip- 


rure. 


« Secondly, That this is not incon- 
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ſiſtent either with the Juſtice or 


the Goodneſs of God. 


Fin, That the eternal Puniſh- 


4 


ment of wicked Men in another 


World, is plainly threatned in Scrip- 


ture, namely, in theſe following 
Texts, Mat. 18. 18. It zs better 


« for thee to enter into Life halt and 
| aimed, than having Fwo Randy 
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KG or two feet to be caſt 2 everlaſt- 
“ing Fire. And Mat. 25. 41. De- 


« part ye curſed into everlaſting F Ire, 


prepared for the Devil and his Au- 
* gels. And here in the Text, Theſe, 
« that is, the wicked ſhall go away 


into everlaſting Puniſhment. And 


* Mark q. it is there three ſeveral 
* Times with great vchemency re- 


I peated by our 82 viour, where their 


form dieth not, and the Fire is not 
« quenched. And 2 Thef. 1. 9. ſpeak- 

„ing of them that know not God, 
& and obey not the Goſpel of bis Son 
It is faid of them, who ſhall be pu- 
* niſhed with everlaſting Deſtr action. 


I know very well that great En- 
* deavour hath been uſed to avoid 


«* the Force of theſe Texte, by ſhew- 
ing that the Words, for ever and 


« everlaſting, are frequently uſed in 


„ Scripture in a more limited Senſe, 
only for a long duration and conti— 


* nuance. Thus, for ever, doth ve- 
<« ry often ia the Old Teſtament only 
B ſigni- 
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On the Eternity 
„ ſignifie for a long time, and till the 
« end of the Jer 705 Piſpenſstion- 


„ And in the Epiſtle of St. Jude, 
&« verſe 75th. The Cities of Sodom 


« and Gomorrah are faid to be ſet 
“ forth for an Example, fuffering 


« the Vengeance of eternal Hire, that 


* 


is, of a Fire that was not extin- 
LC 


1 coalumed. 


Tuztrz is no Hebrew Word which, 
properly ſpeaking, ſignifies Eternity, 
or a Time without end. Sy Holam 
means only a Time, whoſe beginning 
or end is not known; according to 
the meaning of its Root, which ſig- 


nifies to hide. Thus it is taken in a 
ſtricter, or leſs ſtrict Senſe, according 


to what is treated of. When God, or 
his Attributes are meant, this Word 
is underſtood in its oreateft Extent ; 


that is, it means a true Eternity. But 


When it 15 applied to Things which 
have a &egimn: g and an end, it is 
then alſo taken in as limited a Senſe 
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of HE L 1's Torments. 


as the Thing requires. Thus when 


God ſays concerning the Zew!/h Laws, 
that they mult be oblerved e e- 
bolam, for ever, we are to underſtand 


as long a ſpace of Time as God ſhould 
think fit; a ſpace whoſe end was 


unknown to the eus before the 


coming of the Meſſiah. All general 
Laws, and ſuch as do not regard par- 
_ ticular Occaſions and Circumſtances, 


are made for ever ; whether 1t be ex- 
preſs'd in thoſe Laws or not; which 


yet is not to be underſtood in ſuch 
manner as if the ſoveraign Power 


cou'd no way change it. The for e- 
ver 1s conſtantly underſtood, till the 


Soveraign thinks fit to change that 


Law. So the Archbiſhop makes ir 
no Difficulty. 


« I ſhall readily grant, /ays he, that 
the Words, for ever and everlaſting, 


« dg not always in Scripture ſignify 5 


% an endleſs Duration; and that this 


_« is ſufficiently proved by the In an- 
« ces alledg'd to this Purpoſe. But 


B 2 e then, 
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On the Eternity 


then, Jecondly, It cannot be denied 
on the other hand, that theſe Words 


are often in Scripture uſed in a lar- 


ger Senſe, and ſo as necellarily to 
ſignify an interminable and endleſs 
Duration. As where Eternity 1s 
attributed to God, and he is faid 


to live ever and ever And here 


eternal Happineſs in another World 
is promiſed to good Men, and that 


they ſhall be for ever with the 
Lord. Now the very ſame Words 
and Expreſſions are us'd concerning 

the Puniſhment of wicked Men in 
another Life, and there is great 


Reaſon why we ſhould underitand 


them in the ſame extent: Both, be- 
cauſe if God had intended to have 
told us that the Puniſhment of 


wicked Men {ſhall have no End, 


the Languages wherein the Scrip- 
tures are written do hardly afford 
fuller and more certain Words, than 
thoſe that are uſed in this Caſe, 
eg whereby to expreſs to us a Dura- 
* ration without End : And likewiſe, 
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« which is almoſt a peremptory De- 


„ cifion of the Thing, becauſe the 
Duration of the Puniſhment of 
wicked Men 1s in the very fame 


* 


6 
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Ty. 


Sentence exprels'd by the very fame 
Word, which is us'd for the Dura- 
tion of the Happineſs of the Righ- 
„ teous: As is evident from the Text, 


« Theſe, {peaking of the wicked, ſhall 
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& &s Com ch, into Life eternal. 1 
c Proceed to the 


«. 


„ Second Thing I pr opos'd ; name- 
« ly, to ſhew that this is not incon- 


&« ſiſtent either with the Juſtice or the 
* Goodneſs of God. For in this the 
* Force of the Objection lies. And 


„it hath been Wee to be an- 


„ {wered ſeveral Ways, none of which 


ſeems to me to give clear and full 


« Satisfaction to it. 


B 3 Fint. 


go away, ele k\oow dion! , into eter- 
nal Puniſhment ; but the righteous 
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On the Eternity. 


« Firſt, It is ſaid by ſome, that be- 


cauſe Sin is infinite in reſpect of 


the Object agaiuſt whom it is com- 
mitted, which is God, therefore it 
delerves an infinite Puniſhment, 


© Bur this I doubt will upon Ex- 
amination be found to have more of 


Subtlety than of Solidity in it. Tis 


true indeed, that the Dignity of the 
Perſon againſt whom any Offence is 
committed, is a great Aggravation 
of the Fault. For which Reaſon 


all Offences againſt God are certain- 


ly the greateſt of all other: But 
that Crimes ſhould hereby be heigh- 
ten'd to an infinite Degree, can by 


no means be admitted; and that 
for this plain Reaſon ; becauſe then 
the Evil and Demerit of all Sins 


muſt neceſſarily be equal; for the 


Demerit of no Sin can be more 
than infinite: And if the Demerit 


of all Sins be equal, there can then 
© be no Reaſon for the Degrees of Pu- 


„ niſhment 
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niſhment in another World : But 
to deny that there are Degrees of 
Puniſhment there, is not only con- 
trary to Reaſon, but to our Savi- 
our's expreſs Allertion, that ſome 


ſhall be beaten with many Stripes , 
and ſome with fewer, and that it 


ſhall be more 7olerable for ſome in 


the Day of Judgment than for o— 
thers. Beſides, that by the fame 


Reaſon that the leaſt Sin that is 


committed againſt God may be ſaid 
to be infinite, becauſe ot its Object; 
the leaſt Puniſhment that is inflic- 


ted by God may be ſaid to be iufi- 
nite, becauſe ot its Author; and 


then all Puniſhments from God 
as well as all Sins againſt him 
would be equal; which is palpably 
* abſurd. So that this Anſwer 1s by 


no Means ſufficient to break the 
Force of this Objection. 


B ESIDE :, it may be obſerv'd, 
that the Perion againſt whom a Fault: 
15 committed. makes it to be greater, 

1 + When 
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On the Eternity 
when it is directly againſt that Per- 
fon, and not when it regards him 
only indirectly. All the Crimes that 
are committed in a Kingdom are op— 
pos'd to the Will of the Prince; yet 


all are not Crimes of High-Treaſon, 


neither are they puniſh'd fo ſeverely. 


Crimes of High-Treafon are ſuch as 
are committed with a Deſign to hurt 


che Perſon or Authority of the Prince; 
and not all thoſe that arc committed 
againſt the Laws of the State. Thus 
in reſpect of God, Atlieiſm and all its 


_ Conſequences are more directly com- 


mitted againſt God, and are much 


greater Sins, than thoſe which are 


Breaches of other Divine Laws. Be- 
ſides, as to the Aggravation of a Sin, 


we mult have regard to the Circum- 


ſtances ; as for Example, to the De— 


Free of Knowledge of them that ſin, 


the Malice of theit Behaviour, the ili 


Conſcquences of their Actions, and 
other ſuch Things. "Theſe Circum- 


ſtances do much more aggravate the 
Sin, than the Object, againſt which 
5 | it 
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it was committed, Juſtice requires 


the Weakneſs of the Sinners to be 
conſider'd, as well as the Perſon a- 
gainſt whom the Sin is committed. 


. IT is ſaid by others, continues 
« the Ab per that if wicked Men lived 
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ſerve to be puojſltd tor ever. But 
this hath neither Truth nor Reaſon 
enough in it to give Satisfaction. 
For who can certainly tell, that if a 


cc 


00 
« never repent and grow better? 


<< Beiides that, the Juſtice of God 


(e 


doth only puniſh the Sins which 
Men have committed in this Life, 


„ 


poſſibly have committed if they 
had lived longer. 


mm Thirdly, It 1s ſaid in the laſt 
Place, that God dotli ſet before 
Men everlaſting Happineſs and Mi- 


9: fery, 
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for ever in this World, they would 
{in for cver, and therefore they de- 


Man lived never ſo long he would 


and not thoſe which they might 
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On the Eternity 
ſery, and the Sinner hath his 
Choice. Here are two Things 


ſaid which bid fairly towards an 
Antwer. 


«FP "Ir ſt, That the Reward which 


God promiſeth to our Obedience is 
equal to the Puniſhment which he 
threatens to our Ditobedience; but 
yet this I doubt will not reach the 
Buſineſs; becauſe, though it be not 
contrary to Juſtice to exceed in Re- 
wards, that being Matter of mere 
Favour ; yet it may be ſo to exceed 
in Puniſhments. 


5 3 It is farther ſaid, that 
the Sianer in this Cats hach no— 


thing to ang lain of, ſince he hath 


his own Choice. T hls J confeſs is 
enge to ſilence the Sinner, and 


to make lin to icnowledire that 
his Deſtruction is of lumſelf; but 


uy wo all that, it does not ſeem 
early to lactsty che Objection 


b om ip Diſproportion bet en the 
* Fault and the Pumihment, 
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« AN p therefore I ſhall endeavo 


to clear, if it may be, thi N 


yet a little tarther by theſe 
ing Conſiderations. 


« Firſt, Let it be conſider'd, that 


the Meaſure of Penalties, with 
reſpet to Crimes, is not only, 
nor always to be taken from the 
Quality and Degree of the Offence, 
much leſs from the Duration and 
Continuance of it, but from the 
Reaſons of Government; which re- 
quires {ſuch Penalties as may, if it 
be poſſible, ſecure the Obſervation 
of the Law, and deter Men from 


the Breach of it. And the Reaſon 
of this is evident, becauſe if it 


were once declar?d that no Man 
ſhould ſuffer longer for any Crime 


than according to the Proportion of 


the Time in which it was commit- 
ted, the Conſequence of this would 


be, that Sinners would be bet- 


ter Husbands of their Time, and 
e | © 
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{in ſo much the faſter, that they 


might have the greater Bargain of 
it, and might fatisfy for their SINS 


by a ſhorter Puniſhment. 


« AND it would be unreaſonable 
likewiſe upon another Account ; be- 
cauſe ſome of the greateſt Sins may 
perhaps be committed in the ſhort- 


_ eſt Time; for inſtance Murder, the 
Act whereof may be over in a Mo- 


ment, but the Effects of it are per- 


petual. For he that kills a Man 
once, kills him for ever. The A& 
of Murder may be committed in a 
trice, but the Injury is endleſs and 
irreparable. So that this Objection 


of temporary Crimes being puniſh- 


ed with ſo much long Sufferings, 


is plainly of no Force. 


« BESsIPEs that, whoever conſi- 
ders how ineffectual the threatning 
even of eternal Torments is to the 
greateſt Part of Sinners, will ſoon be 
ſatisfy'd that a leſs Penalty than that 
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of eternal Sufferings, would to the 


far greateſt Part of Mankind have 


been in all probability of little or 


no Force. And therefore, if any 


Thing more terrible than eternal 
Vengeance could have been threat- 
ned to the Workers of Iniquity, it 
had not been 1 unreaſonable, becauſe 


it would all have been little enough 
to deter Men effectually from Sin. 


« So that what Proportion Crimes 


and Penalties ought to bear to each 
other, 1s not ſo properly a Conſi— 


deration of Juſtice, as of Wiſdom 


and Prudence in the Law-giver. 


« AND the Reaſon of this ſeems 


very plain, becauſe the Meaſure of 
Penalties is not taken from any ſtrict 


Proportion betwixt Crimes and Pu— 


niſhments, but from one great End 


and Deſign of Government, which 


is to ſecure the Obſervation of 


wholeſome and neceſſary Laws; 


and conſequently whatever Penal- 
* 2000 
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ties are proper and neceſſary to this 
«* End are not unjult. 


« AN this Conſideration IT deſire 


may be more eſpecially obſerved, 


becauſe it ſtrikes at the very Foun- 
dation of the Objection. For if 
the appointing and apportioning of 
Penalties to Crimes be not fo pro- 
perly a Conſideration of Juſtice, 


but rather of Prudence in the Law- 


giver ; then whatever the Diſpro- 


portion may be between temporary 


Sins and eternal Sufferings, Juſtice 


cannot be ſaid to be concerned in 


< JusTicE indeed is concern'd, 


that the Righteous and the Wicked 
ſhould not be treated alike; and 
farther yet, that greater Sins ſhould 
have a heavier Puniſhment, and 
that mighty Sinners ſhould be migh- 


taly tormented; but all this may be 


conlider'd and adjuſted in the De- 


* gree and the Intenſneſs of the Suf- 


bo © fcring, 
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fering, without making any Diffe- 
rence 1n the Duration of it. 


« THE Caſe then in ſhort ſtands 


« thus. Whenever we break the 
Laws of God, we fall into his 


Hands, and lie at his Mercy ; and 
he may without Injuſtice inflict 
what Puniſhment upon us he 
pleaſeth : And conſequently, to ſe- 
cure his Law from Violation, he 
may beforehand threaten what Pe- 
nalties he thinks fit and neceſſary 
to deter Men from the Tranſgreſſion 


of it. And this is not eſteem'd un- 
juſt among Men, to puniſh Crimes 


1 


that are committed in an inflans, 


with the perpetual Loſs of Etta 
or Liberty, or Lite. 


Fox the right underſtanding of 
this, we mult know, that the Pains 
ſerrled by the Laws, are only appoin- 


ted for one, or fome one of theſe four 


Ends. The Firit is to repair the In- 


jury, as 1 8 a Man! 15 condemned to 


repair 
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repair the Wrong that he has done to 
another. The Second, is to correct 
thoſe that have committed a Fault, 
whether they be puniſhed in their 
Goods or Perſons; to the intent that 
People may obſerve the Laws, and be 
honeſt Men. The Third, is to pre— 
vent Evil, by making an Example of 


ſome, to hinder others from commit- 


ting the Diſorders for which Puniſh- 
ments are inflicted, and which would 
otherwiſe be prejudicial to Society. 


The Fourth, is to fatisfy offended Ju- 


{tice, by impoſing Pains proportional 


to the Crimes. Several Things may 


be tound upon this Subject in Gro- 


 Tivs, de Jure Belli & Pacis, B. 2. 

Chap. 20. And Pur rEN DORF de 
Jure Naturæ & Gentium, B. 8. 
Chap. 3. - 


THE Pains of another Life are 


neither appointed for repairing an In- 
jury, or making the Sinner to amend, 
nor for preventing Evil, at leaſt at 


the Time that they are inflicted, as all 
: the 
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the World now believes. But it is 
only of thoſe Pains, of which ſome 


pretend to affirm that there is not an 
equal Proportion obſerv*d between 
the Crime and its Puniſhment. The 
Injury is greater or leſs, according to 


the Circumſtances, and the Reparati- 
on varies alſo according to them, ag 
may be learn'd in the forenam'd Au- 


thors ; ſo that ſometimes not upon 
account of the preſent Wrong, but 


upon account of the Conſequences, a 
Reparation is exacted, which is much 


greater than the Damage done. Ot- 


tentimes alſo to reform a People, or 
prevent an Evil, much more {ſevere 


Pains are inflicted than would other- 
wiſe be, if the People were not ad- 


dicted to certain Vices, and if nothing 


was to be fear'd for the future. This is 


the Reaſon of the want of Proporti- 
on, which ſometimes appears to be 
between the Puniſhments which the 
Sovereigns inflict, and the Faults 
which have been committed. But it 


we throughly. examine the Reaſons 


1 Why 
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why the Sovereign does thus, ſuppo- 


ſing him juit, we ſhall not find ſuch 
a Diſproportion as at firſt appears to 
be; becauſe we {hall caſily conceive, 


that the Circumſtances, in Which a 
State happens to be, do very much 
diminiſh, or aggravate the Faults ; 


which are not ſo much conſider'd in 
_ themſelves, as in reſpect to the Harm 


which they may do to the State, if 


they are not ſeverely puniſd. That 
we may rightly underſtand what Pro- 
portion there is between the Fault and 


the Puniſhment, we muſt, together 


with the Fault, weigh all the Evil 


which it wou'd cauſe at certain Con. 
junCtures, if it was not ſeverely pu- 
nith'd ; for this is what the Sovereign 
conſiders when he is govern'd by 
Wiſdom, and willing to obſerve Juſ- 


ticc. Thus in this, as well as in eve- 
ry Thing elſe, he muſt obſerve the 


Rules of Juſtice, and of Proportion 
betweca the Fauits and the Puniſh- 


ments. If the Sovereign, for the Repa- 
ration of a Damage, mall! in it ſelt, and 


W hich 


7 


of HEL L's Torments. 


which could have no ill Conſequences, . 
ſhou'd impoſe a Puniſhment altoge- 
ther diſproportionable, he might very 


deſervedly be ſaid to be unjuſt. 


TAERFTORE I don't know, whe- 


ther the Anſwer that Archbiſhop Tir- 


LOTSON gives here is altogether ſatis- 


factory. Nevertheleſs it may be ſaid, 
that if God's Threats be conſider'd in 


themſelves, and before the Execution 


of them be ſeen (and that is the Man- 


ner in which we conſider them whilft 
we live) they may ſerve to repair the 


Wrong that is done to another, to 
better thoſe that are frighted with 


them, and to prevent a great many E- 


vils. If we conſider them as being 
yet but Threats, and before their 


Execution, no Man can complain 


of them. Tho” they ſhould menace . 


Pains much greater than one would 


think cou'd be deſerv'd by the Sins of 


fo blind and frail a Creature as Man, 


and whoſe Conſequences do not ex- 
tend beyond this Earth or this Life; 
V yet 
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yet God cou'd not be ſaid to be unjuſt, 


neither cou'd the Holy Scripture give 
us an ill Notion of his Juſtice; becauſe 
we know that Threats are not exe- 
cuted with the utmoſt Rigour, and 


that more Severity is expreſs'd than 
deſign'd, to fright thoſe whom we 


love and wou'd keep in their Duty. 


The Caſe being thus, it may be faid, 


to quiet the Mind of thoſe who are 
ſtartled at the Eternity of the Puniſn- 


ments, that no one on Earth can com- 
plain of the divine Jultice, in Reſpect 
to the Pains of the next Life; becauſe 


no one yet knows what will be their 


Execution at the Day of Judgment, 


nor how the Souls of wicked Men are 
treated now when they die. Befides, 


God has in this Lite given us fo many 
Proofs of his Kindneſs, both in the 


Works of his general Providence, 


and in the Revelation of the Goſpel, 
that he very well deferves that we 
Thou'd rely upon him in Reſpect 
of the next Life, and be perſuaded 
that he will do nothing that is con- 


trary to the ſtricteſt Juſtice. If his 
Threats 
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Threats contain exceſſive Pains, he 
has it always in his Power to mode- 
rate them, as Equity ſhall require; 
and we muſt not doubt but that he 
will do it, if his ſovereign Perfection 
_ engages him to it. For my Part, I 
am perſuaded, that the Clouds which 
darken our Sight being then diſpers'd, 
the Wicked and the Good will have e- 
qual Reaſon to acknowledge his Juſtice 
on the one Hand; and on the other, 
how much thoſe have been in the 


wrong who have expos'd themſelves 


to the Effects of it. Then let ſuch as 
find Fault with the Goſpel Revelation, 
becauſe it ſpeaks of eternal Puniſh- 
ments, own themſelves in the wrong, 
and forbear complaining till they have 
ſeen the Execution of thoſe Puniſh- 


ments. Let them in the mean Time 


entertain a favourable Opinion of the 
Divine Bounty and Jultice ; judging 


of the future by what is already paſs'd. 


Nothing unjuſt is requir'd of them, 
and the Advice which is given of 
them, cannot but be very much for 
their Advantage. It can be no Preju- 
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dice to them, to have had an high O- 
pinion of God?s Attributes, and they 


hazard all in beginning, even in this 
Lite, to blaſpheme againſt their Ma- 
ker, in cenſuring his Revelation. Muſt 


they for the Satisfaction of an unrea- 
ſonable Paſhon expoſe themſelves to 


the moſt ſevere Effects of the Divine 


Juſtice, it there be a Divine jJuſtice, 
as we have ſuch Reaſons to believe as 
they can by no Means overthrow : 


They are at leaſt forc'd to confels, 
that no Body can demonſtrate the 
contrary ; and in ſuch a Doubt, a 
Man mult be mad to inveigh againſt 


what he will find but too true. 


Laſtly, T take no Notice of the 
fourth End of Puniſhments, inflicted, 
according to ſome, only to fatisfy of- 
fended Juſtice ; tho? it is uſual to re 
fer to Puniſhments of that ſort, thoſe 
of the next Life; becauſe the Arch- 

biſhop takes no Notice of them in 


what he has juſt ſaid; and what he 


hays ae Will anſwer all the Ob- 


jections 
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jections that can be rais'd on this Oc- 
caſion, concerning the Diſproportion 
of the Faults and the Puniſhments. 


© SECONDLY, hs he, This will 
yet appear more reaſonable when we 
confider, that after all, he that threa- 
tens hath ſtill the Power of Executi- 
on in his own Hands. For there is 


this remarkable Difference between 


Promiſes and Threatnings; that he 


* who promiſeth paſſeth over a Right 


to another, and thereby ſtands ob- 
liged to him in Juſticeand Faithful- 


neſs to make good his Promiſe; and 
if he do not, the Party to whom 


the Promiſe is made, is not only 


diſappointed, but injuriouſly dealt 
withal: But in Threatnings it is 
quite otherwiſe. He that threatens 


keeps the Right of puniſhing in 


his own Hand, and is not obliged 
© to execute what he hath threatned, 
any further than the Reaſons and 


Ends of Government do require: 


« And he may without any Injury to 


0 Os the 
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the Party threatned, remit and a- 


bate as much as he pleaſeth of the 
Puniſhment that he hath threatned; 


and becauſe in ſo doing he is not 
worſe but better than his Word, no 
Body can find Fault, or complain 


of any Wrong or Injuſtice thereby 
done to him. 


Nos is this any Impeachment of 


God's Truth and Faithfulneſs, any 
more than it is eſteem'd among 
Men a Piece of Falſhood not to do 


what they have threatned. God 


did abſolutely threaten the Deſtru- 
Cion of the City of Nine veh, and 


his peeviſh Prophet did underſtand 
the Threatning to be abſolute, and 
was very angry with God for em- 
ploying him in a Meſlage that was 


not made good. But God under- 
* ſtood his own Right, and did what 


he pleas'd, notwithſtanding - the 


© Threatning he had denounc'd ; and 


for all Jauah was ſo touch'd 1 in Ho- 
nour, that he had rather have died 
"M0 « him- 
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himſelf, than that Nzzeveh ſhould 
not have been deſtroy d, only to 
have ver 1 d his Meſſage. 


71 T know it 1s bid in this Caſe, | 


that God hath confirm'd theſe 
Threatnings by an Oath, which is 


a certain Sign of the Immutability 
of his Counſel ; and therefore his 


Truth is concern'd in the {trict and 


rigorous Execution of them. The 
Land of Canaan was a Type of 
Heaven, and rhe 1/rachites who re- 
bell'd in the Wilderneſs were alſo a 
Type of impenitent Sinners under 
the Gospel; and conſequently the 


Oath of God couccrning the rebel- 


lious J/raelites, when he fare in 


his Wrath that they ſhould not en- 


ler iuto his Reſt, that is, into the 


Land of Canaan, doth equally o- 
blige him to execute his Threatning 
upon all impenitent Sinners under 


the Goſpel, that zhey ſhall never en- 
ter to the Kingdom of God. And 
this is very truly reaſon'd, ſo far as 
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the Threatning extends, which if 
we attend to the plain Words of it, 
beyond which Threatnings are ne- 
ver to be ſtretch'd, doth not ſeem 
to reach any further than to the Ex- 
cluſion of impenitent Sinners out 
of Heaven, and their falling finally 


ſhort of the Reſt and Happineſs 


of the Righteous : Which, however, 
directly overthrows the Opinion 
aſcrib'd to Origen, that the Devils 
and wicked Men ſhall all be faved 
at laſt; God having ſworn iu his 
I. Fark, that they fvall never eu- 


ter into his Reſt. 


NEVER TIUELESS, it is certain that 
whatever agrees with the Type does 


not neceſſarily agree with the Anti- 
type; and that this typical Divinity 


contains rather Applications of Paſſa- 
ges to a Subject different from that 


which they directly treat of, than de- 
monſtrative Proofs. This is the Rea- 
fon why School men ſay that nothing 


can be concluded from Symbols. Theo- 
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logia Symbolica non eft Argumentati- 

va, Except the Scripture teaches us 

that God had regard to ſuch and ſuch 

Things, when he expreſſes himſelf at- 

ter ſuch a particular manner, we can- 

not ſpeak of Types with any Cer- 
tainty. 


Bor then, as to the eternal Mi- 


** {ery and Puniſhment threatned to 


wicked Men in the other World, 
though it be not neceſſarily com- 

_&* prehended in this Oath, that they 
hall not enter into bis Reſt ; yet 


< we are to conſider, that both the 
(44 


(0 


be paſs'd upon them at the Judg- 
ment of the great Day, Depart ye 


cc 


& curſed into everlaſting Tire; and 


% likewiſe this Declaration in the Text, 


_ & that the JVicked ſhall go away into 
* everlaſting Puniſhment ; though 
they do not reſtrain God from do- 
ing what he pleaſes, yet they cut 
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Tenor of the Sentence, which our 
bleſſed Saviour hath aſſur'd us will 


off from the Sinner all reaſonable 
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Hopes of the Relaxation or Mitiga- 


« tion of them. For fince the great 
„judge of the World hath made fo 
* plain and expreſs a Declaration, 
“and will certainly paſs ſuch a Sen- 


* tence, it would be the greateſt Fol- 


« ly and Madneſs inthe Wo rld for the q 


c; 


$ 


< 


upon that Hope. 


« 1 know but one Thing more, 
commonly ſaid upon this Argument, 


RR AK 


( 


« 


this, that the Words Death and De- 
ſtruction, and Periſbing, whereby 


<< 


0 


« the Puniſhment of wicked Men in 


the other World is moſt frequently 


« expreſo'd in Scripture, do moſt pro- 
« perly import Annihilation, and an 
© utter Ead of Being, and therefore 
« may reaſonably be ſo underſtood in 


« the Matter, of which we are now 


ſpeaking, 


« To this 1 anſiver , that theſe 
Wor ds and thoſe, Which anſwer 
them 


& 


Sinner to entertain any Hope of 
eſcaping it, and to venture his Soul 


that ſeems material. And that is 
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them in other Languages, are of- 


ten, both in Scrzptare, and other 


Authors, uſed to ſignifie a State of 


great Miſery and Suffering, without 
the utter Extinction of the Miſer- 
able. Thus God is often in Scrip- 


ture ſaid to bring Deſtruction upon 


a Nation when he ſends great Judg- 
ments upon them, though they do 
not exterminate and make an utter 
End of them. 


« AND nothing 1s more common 


in moſt Languages, than by Periſh- 
ing to expreſs a Perſon's being un- 
done and made very miſerable. As 
in that known Paſſage in Tiberiuss 
Letter to the Roman Senate, Ita 
me Dii Deæque omnes pejus per- 


dant, quam hodie perire me ſentio, 
&c. Let all the Gods and Goddeſſes 


faith he, deſtroy me worſe, than at 
this very Time I feel my ſelf to pe- 
iſh, &c. in which faying, the 


Words, deſtnoy and periſh, are both 
of them us'd to expreſs the miſer- 


Sable 


0 


ro — — — 
— ce ̃ — — ——— IS — — - 
- a q _ — Mt m * - 

— — - - . 


ce 


the ſecond Death, Rev. xx. 14. And 
the Lake of Fire, into which the 
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as Tacitus tells us at large. 


AND as for the Word Death ; a 
State of Miſery, which 1s as bad or 


worſe than Death, may properly 
enough be call'd by that Name: 
And tor this Reaſon the Puniſhment 
of wicked Men after the Day of 
Judgment is in the Book of the Re- 
velation fo frequently and fitly calPd 


Wicked ſhall be caſt to be torment- 


ed in it, is expreſly call'd he ſecond 
4 | | 


Death. 

* Bu T beſides this, they that ar- 
gue from the Force of theſe Words, 
that the Puniſhment of wicked Men 


in the other World ſhall be nothing 


elſe but an utter End of their Be- 
ing, do neceſlarily fall into two 
great Inconveniences. 
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«* Fix 5 T, that hereby they exclude 
all poſitive Puniſhment and Tor- 
„ ment of Sinners. For if the ſecond 
« Death, and to be deſtroy?d, and to 
periſh, ſignifie nothing elſe but the 
&« Annihilation of Sinners, and an utter 
Extinction of their Being; and if 
© this be all the Effect of that dreadful 
« Sentence, which ſhall be paſs'd upon 
them at the Day of Judgment, 
then the Fire of Hell is quench'd 
all at once, and is only a frighttul 
* Metaphor without any Meaning. 
But this is directly contrary to the 
Tenor of Scripture, which doth ſo 
“ often deſcribe the Puniſhment of 
« wicked Men in Hell by politive 
ö Torments: And particularly our 
„ Bleſſed Saviour, deſcribing the la- 
. mentable State of the Damned in 
Hell, exprelly ſays, that Zhere ſhall 
be weeping and wailing, and guaſh- 
ing of Teeth. Which cannot be, it 
Annihilation be all the Meaning and 
Effect of the Sentence of the Great 
Day. e 
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48S ECON DL, another Inconve- 
nience of this Opinion is, that if 
Annihilation be all the Puniſhment 


of Sinners in the other World, then 
the Puniſhment of all Sinners muſt 


of Neceſſity by equal, becauſe there 
are no Degrees of Annihilation or 
Not-being. But this alſo is moſt 


directly contrary to Scripture, as 
I have already ſhewn. 


«& I know very well that ſome who 


are of this Opinion do allow a very 


long and tedious Time of the moſt 
terrible and intolerable Torment of 
Sinners, and after that they believe 


that there ſhall be an utter End of 


their ven, 


« Bur then they muſt not argue 
this from the Force of the Words 


before mentioned, becauſe rhe plain 
Inference from thence is, that An- 


nihilation is all the Puniſhmeat that 
wicked Man ſhall undergo in the 
next Life; and if that be not true, 
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as I have plainly ſhewa that it is not, 
I do not fee from what other Words 
or Expreſſions in Scripture they 


can find the leaſt Ground for this 


Opinion, that the Torment of wic- 


„ ked Men ſhall at laſt End in their 
& Annihilation. And yet admitting 


Hall this, for which I think there is 
no Ground at all in Scripture, I 


cannot fee what great Comfort Sin- 
ners can take in the 'Thought of a 


ings. 


W x mult confeſs that there is Rea- 
ſon to tremble, tho' we only ſuppoſe 
that impenitent Sinners will be tor- 
mented by ſome terrible Puniſhment, 


during the Time that it ſhall pleaſe 
God, and whoſe Duration will be un- 
known to them ; they having no End 


to expect of their Miſery, except 1t be 


the entire Annihilation of their Be- 
| ing, Thus without making the Pu- 
D niſhments 


tedious Time of terrible Torment; 
ending at laſt in Annihilation, and 
& the utter Extinction of their Be- 
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ments to be eternal, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
a Kind of Torment may be ſuppos'd, 
which is ſufficient to fright and curb 
the Sinners. The Reaſon that the 


Threats of the Goſpel do not produce 
their due Effect upon Men, is not 
owing to the Duration of their Tor- 


ments, which the Wicked are threat- 
ned wich; but altogether to this, that 


thoſe Puniſhments do not affect their 
Senſes, appearing to them to be at a 
Diſtance. 
them, and move their Paſſions ſo vio- 
lently, that the Ideas of a Futurity, 
diſtant as they imagine, do hardly af. 
fect them. 8 


Moxkovkx, thoſe that are for 
Pains which muſt end in an Annihila— 


tion, take their Foundation for ſuch 
an Opinion, partly from tlioſe Paſſages 
which mention politive Pains, as in 
all thoſe Places where Mention is 


made of a Fire, which will burn the 
Wicked; and trom thence they have 
their Idea of thoſe terrible Funiſl- 


* ments; 


Preſent Pleaſures blind 
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ments; and partly from thoſe which 
ſpeak of an End, as of Death, which 
according to them will pur an End 
to that Fire by annihilating the Sin- 


ners, after they have been puniſh'd. 


But Archbiſhop TILLOTSON does 


juſtly object to them, that the Puniſh- 


ment of Fire, which is doubtleſs a 
poſitive Puniſhment, is nam'd the 


ſecond Death, and conſequently 


Death does not ſignify an Annihila. 
tion. Nevertheleſs, if any one dit- 
turb'd at the Diſproportion of cternal 


Pains with the Sins of Men, and for 


tear of offending ithe divine Juſtice, 
ſhou'd rather chooſe to follow this O- 
pinion, than that which is commonly 


receiv*d ; I don't ſee why it ſhou'd be 
look'd upon as ſo great a Crime, and 
equal to the denying of the whole Goſ- 


pel. They that accuie others fo raſhly, 


ſay enough to thoſe Men that reflect 
upon it; and for thoſe that do not, 


even the Eternity of the Puniſhment 
will not fright them, as Experience 
ſhews. At leaſt, it is infinitely better 
n tor 
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mitting of ſuch a kind of Puniſhment, 
as to reject it wholly, becauſe he can- 
not allow of eternal Puniſhments 
which the Goſpel is ſaid to teach. 


We may conſider farther, that the 
primary End of all Threatnings 1s 
not Puniſhment, but the Preven- 
tion of it. For God does not 


fin, and ſo may eſcape the Puniſh- 
ment threatned. And therefore the 


much the more likely to hinder 
Men from incurring the Penalty 
that is threatned. 


6 Fourthly, Let it be conſidered 
likewiſe, that when it is ſo very 
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& 
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= ternal Miſery to impenitent Sin- 


ners, 


* 


for a Man to believe the Goſpel, ad- 


& Thirdly, ſays the Archbiſhop, 
* threaten that Men may ſin and be 
puniſhed, but that they may not 


higher the Threatning runs, ſo 
much the more Mercy and Good- 
* nels there is in it; becauſe it is ſo 


plain that God hath threatned e- 
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ners, all the Prudence in the World 
obliges Men to believe that he 1s in 
good Earneſt, and will execute 


theſe T hreatnings upon them, if 
they will obſtinately ſtand it out 


with him, and will not be brought 
to Repentance. And therefore in all 
Reaſon we ought ſo to demean our 
ſelves, and ſo to perſuade others, 


as knowing the Terror of the 


Lord, and that they who wilfully 


beck his Laws are in Danger of 


eternal Death. To which I will 


add in the 


cc Fifth and laſt Place, That if we 
ſuppoſe that God did intend that 


his Threatnings ſhould have their 


Effect to deter Men from the 


Breach of his Laws, it cannot be i- 
magin'd that in the ſame Revelati- 


on which declares theſe Theatnings, 


any Intimation ſhould. be given of 
the Abatement or Non- execution of 


them. For by this God would have 
* weakened his own Laws, and have 


ES. © taken 
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& taken of the Edge and Terror of 


« his Threatnings ; becauſe a Threat- 


« ning hath quite loſt its Force, if we 
once come to believe that it will not 


© beexecuted : And conſequently it 


« would be a very impious Deſign to 
CC 


” Thing to the contrary, and a be- 


traying Men into that Miſery , 
“which, had it been firmly believ'd, 
might have been avoided. 


and you and I are all bound to be- 
lieve the Terrors of the Lord. Not 
ſo, as ſaucily to determine and pro- 


Caſe ; for after all, he may do what 
he will as I have clearly ſhewn : 


what we have reaſon to expect, if, 
notwithſtanding a plain and expreſs 
Threatning of the Vengeance of e- 
ternal Fire, we ſtill go on to trea- 
& ſure up to our ſelves Wrath againſt 
4 the Day of Wrath, and the Re- 


velarion 


cc 


ea 


go about to teach or perſuade any 


„WIE are all bound to preach, 


nounce what God muſt do in this 


But what is fit for us to do, and. 
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velation of the Righteous Judg- 
ment of God; and will deſperate- 


ly put it to the Hazard, whether, 


and how far, God will execute his 
Threatnings upon Sinners in ano— 


ther World. 


«AND therefore there 15 no Need 
why we ſhould be very ſolicitouſſy 
concern'd for the Honour of God's 


Juſtice or Goodneſs in this Matter. 
Let us but take Care to believe 
and avoid the Threatnings of God; 
and then how terrible ſoever they 


are, no Harm can come to us. And 


as for God, let us not doubt but 
that he will take Care of his own 
Honour ; and that he, who zs Holy 


in all his Ways, and Righteous in 
all his Works, will do nothing that 


is repugnant to his eternal Good- 


neſs and Righteouſneſs ; and that he 
will certainly ſo manage Things at 


the Judgment of the Great Day, as 
to be juſtified in his Sayings, and 
to be righteous when we are judged, 


D 4 For 
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For notwithſtanding his Threat- 


nings, he hath reſerved Power e- 
nough in his own Hands to do right 
to all his Perfections: So that we 
may reſt aſſur'd that he will zzdge 
« the World in Righteouſneſs , and 
if it be any wile inconſiſtent either 


which he knows much better than 
we do, to make Sinners miſerable 


“ for ever, that he will not do it; 
« nor is it credible, that he would 


threaten Sinners with a Puniſh- 
ment which he could not execute 


"5 upon them. 


T HESE Reflections of Archbiſhop 
TiLLoTSON?s are, no doubt, full of 
good Senſe and Piety, and that Coun- 
ſel may be followed which he very 


prudently gives. Yet ſome People 
have cenſur'd this Place in his Ser- 
mon, accuſing him of having ſpoken 


very imprudently. If God, ſay thoſe 


Men, has not given us any Expreſſi— 


on in Holy Scripture, from which we 


with Rightcouſnels or Goodnels, 
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May imagine that he will not put his 
Threats in Execution, leſt it ſhould 
deſtroy the Effects of them; why does 
Archbiſhop Ti.LoTsoxN in this Place 
inſinuate, that perhaps God will not 
put them in Execution ? It is a great 
: Imprudence to reveal what God has 
been pleas'd to hide, and as it were 
do betray his Secret. He ſhould have 
: kept that Knowledge to himſelf (if 
bie thought he knew it) and not make 
it known to thoſe who might make 
an ill Uſe of it. 


Burr this is only Cavilling : J * 
what he has ſaid can have no ill Effect; 
ſince in the Main, they that might 
make an ill Uſe of ſuch a Thought, 
mult remember, that the Archbiſhop 

only ſpeaks doubtfully of it, that he 
Was not infallible, and that they {hall 

not at all be more excuſable for hay- 
ing follow'd his Opinion, in Caſe that 
he was miſtaken. If God has not tied 
his Hands by his Threats, much leſs 
will he be oblig'd toact according to 
. | | the 
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the Conjectures of Divines. Thus we 


ſhould think and always act with the 
greateſt Caution to avoid the Effect 
of his Threats, whatever it be. Ne- 


vertheleſs, we muit do Juſtice to this 
excellent Archbiſhop, and obſerve, on 


the other Hand, that there are ſome 
Caſes where it is well to diſcover what 
in other Caſes it would be proper to 
conceal. If there were no Objecti— 
ons to be made againſt the Eternity 


of the Torments, it would not be 


well to meddle with that Queſtion; 
but ſince we know that there are ſome 


Men who attack the Goſpel on that 


Side, and pretend to ſhew that the 


Doctrine of it is not conſiſtent with 
it ſelf; becauſe, as they fay, it at- 
firms God to be juſt and good, and 
at the fame time teaches, that he 
puniſhes Sin in a manner that is not 
agreeable to his Juſtice or Goodnels. 
We are oblig'd to bring back ſuch 
Men, and to hinder their Reaſonings 
from being prejudicial to others, and 


encouraging them o Libertiniſm. 
There- 
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Therefore, to prevent this Evil, and 


extirpate it juſt as it is taking Root, 
by putting an End to all Diſpute about 


it, we are oblig d to declare, That 
if any one can'c perſuade himſelf that 
eternal Torments are juſt, he had bet- 


ter look upon what the Goſpel ſays 


of them as Threats, or Comminatory 


Puniſhments (as the Expreſſion is) 


than to reject the whole Goſpel upon 
that Account. It is better in ſuch a 


Caſe to be an Origeniſi than an Unbe- 


liever q that is, to disbelieve the E- 


ternity of the Torments out of re- 
gard ro God's Juſtice and Goodnels, 
and obey the Goſpel in every thing 
elle ; than wholly to reject Revelati- 


ON, imagining that it contains ſome- 


thing contrary to the Idea which it 
ſelf gives us of God, and which is 


conformable to the Light of Nature. 
Mr. Camphuyſe, a Perſon famous in 


Holland upon account of ſeveral Pie- 

ces of Poetry, has publickly declared, 
that he had been tempted to reject the 
_ Chriſtian Religion altogether, whilſt 


he 


51 


52 


On the Eternity 
he believed that it taught the Eternity 
of Torments; and that he never over- 
came thoſe Temptations, till he found 
that the Threats of the Goſpel might 
be taken in another Senſe. It was for 
promoting the Salvation of ſuch doub- 
tins Men, that Archbiſhop TiLLOT- 
so ſpoke as he did. 


SAINT IERO M, at the end of 
his Commentary upon 1/azah, after 
quoting ſome Paſſages by which Ox1- 


GEN pretended to prove, that the 


Puniſhments of the next Life would 
not be eternal, expreſſes himſelf thus: 
Pag. 514. T. 3. Ed. Bened. © They 


* ſay all this, hoping to ſhew, that 


after the Puniſhments and Tor- 


“ ments, Refreſhments will come, 


which muſt now be conceal'd from 


« thoſe that can be acted upon by 


Fear, that the Dread of the Puniſh- 
ment may keep them from ſinning. |. 
We mult leave this to the Know- | 


* ledge of God alone, whoſe Puniſh- 
8 ments, as well as Mercies, are ſet- 
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ce 


« way, and how long, he deſigns to 
„ puniſh. Let us only ſay what be- 
cc 


comes human Frailty ; O Lord, re- 
cc 


0 


* 


neither chaſten me in thy Diſplea- 
« ſure. Quæ omnia rephcant adſeve- 
rare cupientes poſt cruciatus & tor- 


menta, futura refrigeria, que nunc 


abſcondenda ſunt ab his quibus timor 
utilis eſt; ut dum ſupplicia reformi- 


dant, peccare deſiſtaut. Quod nos 
Dei folius debemus fc ieutiæ derelin. 


quere 5 cujus non ſolim miſericordiæ, 


fed & tormenta in pondere ſunt, & 
nodit quem, quomodo, aut quamdiu 


debeat judicare. Solumgue dicamus 


quod humang convenit fragilitati : 
Domine, ne 1n furore tuo arguas me, 
neque in ira tua corripias me. This 


is much after Archbiſhop TiILO r- 
$ON's manner. The Fear of eternal 
Puniſhments, when it induces Men 
to obey the Goſpel, cannot but be 


uſeful (according to him) although it 
ſhould be ill-gr ounded : ; and it would 


. not 


tled; who knows whom, which 


buke me not in thine Indignation ; 
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not be well to deliver from that Fear 
thoſe on whom it produces ſo good 


an Effect. 


Bu x on the other hand, when we 
have ſuch Men to deal with as rebel 
againſt the Goſpel, upon account of 


the eternal Torments, and endeavour 


to ſeduce others from believing it; 
it is better to let them believe the 
Puniſhments finite, than to throw 


them wholly off of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, or give them an Advantage to 
ſtrive againſt it. St. JeRom himſelf 
was moderate in that Caſe, as it ap- 


pears by his Words iollowing: © As 
«* we believe that there are eternal 


“ Torments for the Devils, for all 


0 


9 


thoſe that deny the Being of God, 
for all the Impious, which ſay in 
their Hearts, There is no God ; ſo 
we believe that the Sentence of the 
Judge is ſoftned and mix'd with 
Clemency towards thoſe Sinners and 
impious Men which yet have been 
* Chriſtians, and whoſe Works mult 

| | | 40 be 


CC 
74 


of HEtLL's Torments. 55 


« be prov'd and purg'd by Fire,” Et 
ſicut Diaboli & omnium negatorum, 
atque impiorum, qui dixerunt in corde 
ſao, non eſt Deus; credimus eterna 
tormenta : ſic peccatorum atque im- 
piorum, & tamen Chriſtianorum, quo- 
rum opera in igue probanda ſuut at- 
que purganda, moderatam arbitramur 
& miſtam clemeutiæ ſententiam judi- 
cis, Other Fathers have follow'd the 
fame Notions, as may be ſeen in Mr. 
 HueT's Origeniaua, Book 2. Q. 11. 


5. THE y who are of that Opinion, 
at leaſt in ſome reſpeQs, believe that 
God may have threatned in ſuch a 
manner, not only to awe Men by 

Fear, as a Father often threatens his 
Children with what he does not mean 
to do; but becauſe there being infi- 
nite Kinds of Sinners and of Sins, 

| there is no limited Term for all in 
common, and it is even a great Part 
of the Puniſhment that there is no 

poſitive Promiſe that it will have an 
End, or Knowledge of the Time 
when 
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when that End will be. This laſt will 
be wholly conceal'd, and the firſt is 
only a Conſequence drawn from the 
Mercy and Juſtice of God, which are 
only known to himſelf. God will con- 
dema the Impenitent to certain Pains, 
without ietting them know what he 
deſigns to do: As among Men, Cri- 


minals are publickly condem'd to the 


Death which they have deſerv'd, tho? 
ther: 1s an Order for their Pardon, 
which they are not to be made ac- 
quainted with till the Moment they 
expect to die. It might after the 


fame Manner happen (according to 


thole whole Opinion I am explaining) 


that God would condemn to Pains. 


unlimited, as to their Duration, ſuch 
Men as his Mercy would afterwards 
releaſe at different Times, after they 
had ſuffer'd as much as his Juſtice 


would require. The Holy Scripture 


would have call'd Eternal, ſuch Pu- 
niſhments as are to be of an unlimit- 


ed Duration in reſpect of the Crea- 


tures, and whole End is only known 
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of God; which is the proper Mean- 
ing of the Hebrew Word Sy, 
which is exprels'd by the Greek 
Word od, which {ignites ſuch a 
Time. : 
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SvueyosING the Caſe to ſtand thus, 
as indeed it may; the Thought of 
ſuch Puniſhments is dreadful enough 
to cauſe the moſt hardened to trem- 
ble; if they expect and conſider any 
ſuch thing. As for thoſe that are alto- 
gether Unbelievers, they are no more 
afraid of the eternal Puniſhments 
which they don't believe, than of li- 
mited ones. 


1 
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Tarts Notion was made uſe of in 
the 1{t Tome of the Parrhaſrana, to 
endeavour to bring back thoſe whom 
the Objections of M. BAY LE's Mani- 
chæi, (for I don't look upon their O- 
pinion as his) might have ſtartled, or 
diſſwaded from the Belief of Chrilti- 
anity. For indeed if the Holy Scrip- 
ture ſhould repreſent God to us in a 

E Man- 
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Manner different from the Idea which 


his Works give us of him, as the Ob- 
jeclions Manichæi ſuppoſe; or if it 
ſhould repreſent God as an hurtful 
Being, and an Enemy to Virtue, it 
cou'd not be a divine Revelation. It 
would not be Piety but Folly, to be- 
lieve a Book to be from God which 


| ſhould affirm any ſuch Thing, tho 


the ſame Book ſhould in other Pla- 
ces ſay the contrary; for it would 


be a Contradiction, of which the Spi- 
rit of God can no more be the Au- | 


thor than he can be the Author of | 


Evil. 


MorxsruR BAL thought fit a- 


gain to introduce his Manichæi, and 


has anſwer'd for them at full length to 


the Article concerning ORI GEN. See 


the ſecond Edition of his DicTiOoN- 
ARY. I ſhall not undertake to con- 
fute them here, not thinking it neceſ- 
ſary. They who have his Dictionary 
may read the Replies of the Mani- 
chæi, and I will ſuppoſe them known. 
I be- 
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1 believe M. BAVYLE will not think 


me in the Wrong for defending the 


Chriſtian Religion, the Truth of 
which I believe, and for which TI 
would lay down my Lite, if God 
ſhould call me to it; when at the 


fame Time he thinks it allowable to 
furniſh with Arms thoſe which he 


thinks to be in an Error, and for whom 


I don't ſuppoſe that he would loſe the 


imalleſt Advantage. If I have any 
ſharp Expreſſions againſt the Manz- 


chæi, they cannot reflect upon him, 


who according to all Appearance diſ- 


approves their Doctrine; but I look 


upon all the Attempts made by the 
Maniche: againſt Chriſtianity, as le- 
velbd at me who profeſs it, and am 


perſuaded that nothing can be found 
in the Chrifttan Religion which is 
contrary to Reaſon. If it be ask'd 


why I have not anſwer'd ſooner, I 


fay that I did not imagine that any 
Body could have been led aſide by 
ſuch Replies; but ſince I underſtand 
that ſome People are puzzl'd with 


E 2 them, 
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them, I was willing to take Notice 
of 'em in a few Words, to ſhew 
that they are no Way terrible to me. 
It were to be wiſh'd, as I ſaid in the 
6th Tome, that the Maniche: wou'd 
eſtabliſh ſome Principles, that one 
might be able to diſpute with them. 
But I was willing to anſwer here 
directly, leſt what I then objected 
ſhou'd be look'd upon as a Trick to 
| ſhift off the Diſpute. 


J ſhall till reaſon upon the Princi- 
ples of the Origeniſt, which was in- 
troduc'd in the Parrhaſiana : M. le 
Clerc's Es8avxs, under the Title of 
PARRHASIANA, are tranſlated into 
Engliſh, duo. Not to exact too 
much of the Mauichæi, or of thoſe 
which like their Replies. It is better, 
as I faid before, to give them up 
ſomething, and bring them over to 
the Goſpel; than to keep them at a 
Niſtance by requiring more of them 
than they wou'd be willing to grant. 
M. BAYLE's Manichei have in ſome 

1 Mea- 
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Meaſure been affected with it, ſince 
they confeſs that the Origeniſt of the 
Parrhaſiana, by making eternal Hap- 
pineſs ſucceed the eternal Torments 
which the damned are to ſuffer, has 
taken off the greateſt Difficulty of 
the Manichzi; namely, the Eternity 
of the Moral and of the Phyſical 
Pains of Hell. M. BAYLE indeed 
quotes a Jeſuit, who ſays ſomething 
concerning the Opinion of Ox1GtN, 
which does agree with all that the C- 
rigeniſi ſays. We know that; but 
thought it as allowable for us to pur 
what Words we pleas'd in the Mouth 
of rhe Orzgeni/t ; as it was for M. 
BAYLE to make his Manichæi ſpeak 
after what manner he thought fit. 


Firſt, The Manuichæi ſay, that the 
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Goodneſs of God, which, as we con- 


ceive it, ought to be an deal Good. 
eſs, that is, without any Mixture of 
Ill-will, ought not to ſuffer him to 
make us buy eternal Happineſs, with 


the ſuffering of the leaſt Pain, but he 
E 3 oughit 
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ought to do us Good without the leaſt 
Mixture of Evil. To this Lanſwer, 
Firſt, That God having made an in- 
finite Number of Creatures, of dif- 
ferent Degrees of Pertection, to ſbew 
his Power an infinite Number of 
Ways ; he has form'd Man, who in 


his Order is neither one of the moſt 
perfect, nor one of the moſt imper- 
tet. Secondly, It cannot be doubted, 


but that the Divine Bounty can be- 
ſtow more or leſs upon a Creature, 
according to his Pleaſure : So that a 
Creature has no Reaſon to complain, 
becauſe God, who owed him nothing, 


has given him no more. Thirdly, 


God has not created the Mind of 
Man ſo perfect, as to enable him ne- 
ver to wander from his Duty, or from 
the Rules which Reaſon and Revela- 
tion preſerib'd him to become accep- 
table to him, and happy even upon 
Earth; neither has he given him a 
Body lo ſtrong, as not to be liable to 
ſeveral Inconveniencies; but he has 


given him the Means of being happy, 


it 
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if he will but obſerve the Rules 
preſcrib'd him, being oblig'd by no 
unconquerable Neceſſity to violate 
them. 


I affirm that there is nothing in 


this, that can give Men any Reaſon 


to conceive any diſadvantageous No- 
tions of the Goodneſs of God. For 
the Goodneſs of God, however infi- 
nite in it ſelf, is not oblig'd to com- 
municate it ſelf to every one of his 
Creatures, in the fulleſt manner poſſi- 


ble. If the Creator's Bounty is not 
free, Nothing in the World can be 
ſo; for by what Contract is the Crea- 
tor oblig'd to give a Creature (which 


he deſigns to draw out of nothing) 


all that he can poſſibly beſtow? There 
can certainly be no ſuch Contract, 


neither is there any Thing in his Na- 
ture to oblige him to be ſo communi- 


cative to every Creature, as to be 
unable to beſtow any more upon it 


after having created it. If this was 


true, God muſt have made but one 
E . Sort 
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Sort of Creatures, whereby this Li- 
berality muſt have been ſo wholly ex- 
hauſted, as to make him uncapable 
of beſtowing any Thing more. O- 
therwiſe theſe Creatures might, ac- 
cording to the Manichæan Objection, 
ſay, that his zdeal Goodneſs does not 
appear in his Works, and that they 
are not all equally well treated, nor 
with the ſame Liberality. From this 
alſo would follow a downright Abſur- 
dity, namely, that God's Creatures 


wou'd be as perfect as himſelf; that 


is, wou'd have infinite PerfeCtions, 
which is impoſſible ; becauſe other- 

wile it might {till be faid that God 
might have given them infinite De- 
grees of Perfection, which he has not 
given them; and conſequently that 


his Goodneſs appears in them only li- 


mited, and only capable of limited 
Effects. After this rate, God muſt 
make as many Gods as Creatures, 
(which is a Contradiction) otherwiſe 
his deal Goodneſs would not appear. 


WHAT 


Caſe? That the Goodneſs of God is 
in it ſelf infinite, but that each Crea- 


and that after an infinite Number of 
Ways, eſpecially as it beſtows eternal 


been the Reaſon that he has mude an 
ill Uſe of his Liberty, and err'd from 
V»! ? his 
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WH AI then muſt be ſaid in £5 


ture is finite, and therefore uncapable 


of exhauſting that Bounty. Bur the 
Infinity of God's Goodneſs appears, 
from the infinite Number of Objects 


to which it is more or leſs extended, 


Felicity on an infinite Number of in- 


tellegent Creatures. After this man- 
ner alſo does the Almighty Power of 
God appear in the Univerſe; not that 
God has made it either wholly, or in 
its Parts, as perfect as hin ſelf, which 
would imply a Contradiction; but it 
ſhews it felt in the vaſt Number of 
its Effects of all Kinds, whether known 
to us, or unknown to us, but percei- 


ved by other intelligent Beings. 


Secondly, Man's Imperfection has 
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his Duty; and this has brought upon 
him all the Evils which happen to 
him in this Life, and in the next; 
from which God would preſerve him 
if he ſhould continue in Innocence. 
This is an Effect of the Liberty which 
he was created with. Had he made 
a good Uſe of his Liberty, he might 
have procur'd himſelf the Favour of 
Heaven, and a thouſand Bleſhngs 
which are the Conſequence of it ; 


but it has happen'd otherwiſe. 


HERE our Manichæi reply, that 
this Liberty is a fatal Gift, and that 
if Man was created by a g00d Being, 
he would not have beſtow'd on him 
ſuch a Talent as he might have made 
an ill Uſe of, in a manner deſtructive 
to himſelf; and which, according to 
us, God knew that he would make 
an ill Uſe of. They uſe all their Rhe- 


toric to aggravate the Evil which this 


Gift has brought upon Mankind; and 
which they might have avoided, if he 
that made them, had created then of 
ſuch 
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ſuch a Nature that they could not 


err from their Duty. 


Bu r all theſe Arguments againſt 
the Creator's Goodneſs, will vaniſh, 


if we conſider well what I have before 
obſerv'd, and what the Origeniſt of 
the Parrhaſiana ſaid upon that Sub- 


ject. 'The Liberty of doing Ill is an 


ImperfeCtion in ſuch a fickle Creature 
as Man, if we compare him with 
Creatures of a more exalted Nature, 
which may be exempt from it; and 
the divine Goodnels does not ox him 


With it as a Crime: It only condemns 
him for the ill Uſe which he makes of 


it, becauſe it is in his Power to make 
a good Uſe of it. And even to pre- 
vent that ill Uſe, and lead Man to 


Happineſs, God has in the Goſpel pro- 
pos'd to him eternal Rewards, and 


unlimited Puniſhments. It is in Man's 
own Power to avoid theſe Puniſh- 
ments, and obtain the Rewards, 


Bur 
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BuT then, ſay they, God knew 
what wou'd happen. It is true, cer- 
tainly God was not miſtaken in his 
Deſign, he did not intend to create 
Angels uncapable of ſinning, when 
he made Man; but before we go on, 
we muſt obſerve, that if the divine 
Goodneſs has made Man liable to fall, 
it has alſo given him the greateſt Mo- | 
tives poſſible to prevent his Fall. If 
he has been in danger of bringing 
Torments upon himſelf, he has allo 
had the Power to avoid them; and 
not only ſo, but even to obtain 
eternal Happineſs, which God was | 
not obliged to give him. This being 
obſerv'd, I ſay, that God was not o- 
blig'd to prevent, by his Almighty | 
Power, the Evil which he foreſaw 
would happen, through Man's own 
Fault; becauſe that Evil which 1s fo 
much talk'd of, and againſt which 
ſome endeavour to enflame the vul- | 
gar and weak Minds, is but of a 
mall Duration in it ſelf, and in {all its 
55 . Conſe- 
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Conſequences, and can no Ways break 
the Order of the Univerſe; becauſe 
God can take it off in a Moment, and 


will at laſt do it for all Eternity, ac- 


cording to the Opinion of the Ori- 
geuiſt. 


Bur, why muſt Men go through 
Evil, before they can feel all the Et- 


fects ſof the divine Goodneſs? I have 


already anſwer'd, that this is a Conſe- 
quence of Man's imperfe& Nature; 
which cou'd not have that Degree of 
Imperfection which it has, without 
being liable to what has happen'd. 


Either we mult fay, that God cow'd 


make nothing imperfe&, compar'd 


with himſelf, which is abſurd, as I 


have ſhewn; or we muſt grant that 


he made Beings that want ſomething, 


and which have been expos'd to the 
Inconveniencies which were the reſult 


? of that Want; but that God may 


remove thoſe Inconveniencies when 


he pleaſes, and after what Manner he 


pleaſes. 
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As for Example, God cannot make 
Creatures without beginning, becauſe 
to be created, and to have no begin- 


ning, are contradictory Propoſitions. 
Nevertheleſs, this Conſequence may 


be drawn from it, vg. That God has 
been an infinite Space of Time, or a 
Time without beginning, without 
ſhewing his Goodneſs. Vet (I dare 
ſay) there is not any one ſo void of 
Senſe as to complain, becauſe God 
has not from all Eternity made him 


ſenſible of his Bleſſings; as being a 


Thing which implies a Contradiction. 
But God manifeſts his Goodneſs to 
intelligent Creatures, during another 
Kind of Eternity, of which they are 
capable, that 1s, for a Duration with- 
out end. Thus it is that God reme- 


dics the Inconveniency which ariſes 


from the Nature of the Creature, 
which, how perfect ſocver it be in 
its Kind, muſt have had a Beginning. 


So in reſpect of a Creature of a 


changeable Nature, and which chan- 


Ses 


of HE LL's Torments. 


ges for the worſe, becauſe God has 
left it its Liberty; he afterwards brings 


a Remedy for that Misfortune, in ſuch 
a wonderful Manner, as the Creature 


is bound for ever to give him Thanks, 


and not to quarrel with the Almighty, 
for not having been made of a more 
exalted Nature, after ſuch an unwor- 
thy Manner as the Manzche: do. 


Thirdly, If God had made Men of 


ſuch a Nature, as not only to be lia- 
ble to fall, but allo never to riſe again 
when once he was fallen, and God 


had foreſeen that he wou'd actually 


fall and fo never riſe again upon any 

Account whatever; it might be ſaid 

that God had created him for that 
Fall and its Conſequences. But God, 


who has foreſeen that Man wou'd fall, 
does not damn him for that ; but be- 


cauſe, being able to riſe again, he 
Tiles not; that is, becauſe he trec- 


ly retains his evil Habits till the 
End of his Life. This is a Step of 


Mercy alread y very conſiderable. Fr /?, 


Becauſc 
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On the Eternity 


_ Becauſe no one is caſt into the Tor- 
ments of the Impenitents, but by his 
own Fault. Secondly, Becauſe a great 
many lay hold of this Goodneſs of 
God, and riſing from their Sins, form 
virtuous Habits, by which they avoid 
the Pains of the next Life, and beſore- 
hand taſte a great deal of Calm and 
Sweetneſs even in this. 


As for the others, on whom God 
inflicts Puniſhments after Death, and 
who by their Folly bring Evil upon 
themſelves, and upon each other dur- 
ing this Life: After God has puniſh'd 
them according to his Juſtice, he will 
(if we believe "the Orzgeniſt) transfer 
them to a State of eternal Felicity. 
Thus it is that God ſhews an infinite 
Mercy; and as to the Impenitent, 
there will not be any one of them, but 
what will accuſe himſelf of all the Evil 
that he has ſuffer'd, and at laſt give 

God Thanks for ever. Firſt, That 
God had created them ſuch as to be 
able to attain eternal Happineſs. Se- 
_ condly, 
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coudly, Becauſe tho? they had made 
ſuch an ill Uſe of their Liberty, yet 
notwithſtanding all that; God has not 
for ever excluded them from Happi- 
neſs, but has been willing (after the 


| Sinners have juſtly ſuffer'd the Puniſh- 


ment due to their Impenitence) to 


admit them to that Happineſs which 


they had not purſued tho' God had 


| ſhew'd them the Way. They will 


not any more remember either the 


Pains of this Life, or the Pains of the 
other, except it be to thank God that 
they are deliver'd from them, and to 
admire the more his Mercy and Good- 


neſs. For indeed we do not know 


| how far God may carry the Torments, 


according to the Rigor of his Juſtice ; 


neither can we ſay that he will not 
annihilate the Impenitent after they 


have endured Hell Torments. Ab- 


| ſolutely ſpeaking, God can take away 
from the Creature all that he has giv- 
en it; and if he does not do it (eſpe- 
f cally when an ill Uſe has been made 
| of his Gifts) he thereby ſhews his 
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ercy. The Impenitent therefore will 


always have great Occaſion to thank 


God, and accuſe themſelves ; inſtead 
of cenſuring him, as M. Britz 5 
Manichæi do. Who doubts but that 
it is infinitely more advantageous 
to have been created, tho' liable to 
ſome Inconveniences, than never to 
have been created at all? Who does 
not ſee the Divine Goodneſs ſhine in 
this, in a Manner worthy of it ſelf? 


Fourthly, but M. BAYLE's Mani- 
niches make this further Objection, 


viz. that if it be ſaid that the Dura- 
tion of the Evils, which Man ſuffers 


here, and in the other Lite, is no. 


thing, when compar'd with Eternity, 


it will give Occaſion to this unphilo- 
lophical Reaſoning, namely, that ac- 
cording to this Principle an hundred 
thouſand Millions of Ages, and any 
other finite Duration, during which 
the Creatures ſhou'd taller, mult be 
look'd upon as nothing when com- 
par 'd with Eternity. 1 anſwer, Firſt, 

that 
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that it is true that a paſt Duration, 
how long ſoever it has been, is no- 


thing in Reſpect of Eternity, if it has 


no evil: Conſequence of everlaſting 
Duration. This cannot be doubted of, 
if we are but capable of Reaſoning ; 


| for there is no Compariſon between 


Finite and Infinite; and a Philoſopher, 
who ſhouꝰd argue otherwiſe, deſerves 


to be ſent to School again. Thus 


when a Creature has thro? its own 
Fault ſuffer'd any determinate Time, 


when it might have avoided, there 


will be no Compariſon between the 


Severity and the Goodneſs of God. 
This is a Thing of Mathematical E- 
vidence, not to be diſputed by any 
one that knows how to think. But, 
| Secondly, to ſatisfie even ſuch Argu- 
| ers, an Origeniſt, who rightly under- 


ſtands his own Principles, will anſwer, 


| that he does not define the Duration 
of the Torments, but that they will 
| be longer or ſhorter, as Juſtice ſhall 
| require. According to the ſame Prin- 
| ciples, the Duration of the Torments 
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will be ſhorter as the Torments are 
ſharper ; and there will be as much 
Variety in the Puniſhments, as there 


was in the Sins. But if it ſhou'd be 


replied, that the Duration of the Tor- 


ments will be long in Reſpect to the 


Life of the Impenitent, and to the 
Time of the evil Conſequences of 


their Misbehaviour, an Origeniſt need 


not fear that ſuch a Notion ſhou'd be 


provꝰd abſurd, or contrary to the Ho- 


ly Scripture. Becauſe what is object. 
ed againſt him concerning Torments 


that are to laſt ſeveral Ages does no 


Way confute his Aſſertions; for he 


does not believe that they will laſt ſo 
long, tho' he cannot determine their 
Duration. It can't be alledg'd againſt 


him, that a long or a ſhort Duration 


differ only comparatively ; ſince the 


Duration of the Pains muſt be pro- 
portioned to the Sins, and to all their 
Circumſtances. 


Fifthly, M. Bayre? s Manichai 


ſay that all the Advantage which the 
Ori 
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Orzgeniſts ſeem to have in this Diſ- 


pute, is owing to the Falſities which 
are proper to them; as on the one 
Hand, giving a great Extent to the 
Power of the Free-Will; and on the 


77 


other, ſubſtituting eternal Happineſs | 


inſtead of the eternal Torments , 


which they ſuppreſs. But the Ori- | 


geniſts will anſwer the Mauichæi, 


that they are very bold to call that 
Falſhood, which ORIGEN has taught 


concerning Free-Will, when them- 


ſelves have been condemn'd, not on- 
ly by all the Reſt of Mankind, who 
acknowledge Free-Will ; but alſo by 
the whole Chriſtian Church, which 
has conſtantly deteſted the Doctrine 
of Manes, concerning Free-Will, 
which he deny'd. It is not OxieERN 
alone who has attack'd this Opini- 
on of Manes; but all who have 


{ſpoken of this Heretick, and have de- 


teſted his Doctrine, whether Eaſtern 


or Weſtern Writers ; eſpecially be- 
po the Diſputes with the Pelagi- 


The Oragenifr wou'd alfo al- 
Eo ledge, 
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ledge, that it is falſe to ſay that it 


may be concluded from the Terms 


of Holy Scripture, that the Tor- 
ments will be eternal; and there is 
no Need of dwelling any more up- 
on that Topic after what has been Þ 
ſaid. I do not believe that the Ob. 
jections of the Manichæi againſt the 
Coodarh of God can be call'd wnex- 
ceptionable Truths; or that the An. 
ſwers of the Origeniſts in Defence 


of the Divine Goodneſs can be term'd 


Falſities ; ſince, Philoſophically ſpea- 
king, the Opinions of the Latter have 
a Foundation infinitely ſtronger, a- 
gainſt which the Manichæi can make 


no reaſonable Objedtion. 


1 Nothing then can be 
more abſurd, than wholly to deny 
Hell Torments, to defend the Divine 
Goodneſs. An Origeniſt, by ſuppoſ— 
ing them finite, cally removes all 
Difficulties. He finds in God the fol. 
lowing Tokens of Goodneſs, and 
Juch a Goodneſs as muſt truly be in. 


finite. 


o 


2 
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| finite. Namely, Firſt, that God has 
created Men to be kind to them, out 


of pure Goodneſs ; for having no Be- 


ing, we had not done any Thing 
which cou'd bring on us the Effects 
of his Kindneſs. Secondly, he has 


given them a thouſand excellent Qua- 
lities, as appears by the Invention of 
Arts and Sciences, both Speculative 


and Practical. Thzirdly, he has en- 
compaſs'd them with a numberleſs 
Quantity of ſenſible Benefits or Bleſ- 
ſings that affect their Senſes, which 
are enjoy'd with a great Deal of Plea- 
ſure, and tend much to their Ad- 
vantage, if they are uſed moderately : 
And as for Life, all Men love it, 
| except a few melancholly People. 
Fourthly, he has ſhe wn them, by 
Reaſon and Revelation, the Things 


which were neceſſary to be known in 


Order to their obtaining Happineſs 


y their Obedience to him) both in 


this Life and after Death. Fifthly, 


the Commands which he has laid on 


them, are of ſuch a Nature, that 
-Þ 4. 5 they 
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they cannot but be happy in obſerv- 
ing them; ſince they all promote 
the good of Human Nature, and all 
Men reap an Advantage from them; 
for they can beſtow nothing on the 


Almighty, who has no more Need 


of them after once he has created 


them, than he had in the Duration 
without end, which preceded the Cre- 
ation of the World, Sixthly, God's 


Commands are eaſy to be obſerv'd, if 


we will conform our ſelves to right 
Reaſon ; and nothing can make them 
difficult but a contrary Habit. Se- 


_ wenthly, ſuch an Habit may be over- 


come, and if we fall, God is not im- 
placable; he will be firisied if we do 
but riſe again. Eighthly, he immedi- 
ately gives eternal Happineſs to thoſe 
chat have repented, and puniſhes the 


Impenitent with moderate Torments, 


before he lets them enter in Poſſeſſion 
of that ſaid eternal Happineſs, which 
8 0 that he has created Man with 


a Deſign t to make him happy ; ; Which 
| if 
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if Man has not been at firſt, is only 


thro? his own Fault. 


NoTHING can be objected a- 


gainſt this but the Inconveniences, 


Which are annex'd to an intelligent 


Nature which is liable to change, and 


which God was not willing to pre- 


vent; becauſe he look'd upon them 
as nothing in Compariſon of the 


Good which he has reſolv'd to bleſs 


Mankind with. But then (lay the 
Diſciples of MANES) mult not a 
Mother, who foreſees that her Daugh- 
ter will yield to the Temptations of 


adebauch'd Man, make haſte and hin- 


der her, if ſhe has a Value for her 

Daughter, and for Chaſtity ? Can ſhe 

her ſelf be reckon'd honeſt, if ſhe 
does not prevent it? We fay nothing 
here of the Indecency of comparing 
Divine Providence with a Woman 
that proſtitutes her Daughter, tho 
our Reſpect for God Almighty ought 
hardly to bear with ſuch a Way of 
ſpeaking, In a Word, the Manichæi 
are 
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are abominable Hereticks, Enemies 
of the Holy Scripture and the Go- 

ſpel, in uſing ſuch Expreſſions ; and 
ſurely, the Gentleman that pleads for 


them cannot be of their Opinion. 


But to the foremention'd Objection 
we anſwer, that ſuch a Mother, 
ought, as much as in her lies, to pre⸗ 


vent the Evil which ſhe fears. Firſt, 


Becauſe ſhe is ſo commanded in the 
Goſpel. Secondly, Becauſe when the 


Miſchief is done ſhe can no Way re- 


medy it, or prevent its evil Conſe- 


QUENCES. Thirdly, Becauſe the Evil | 
which ſuch a Woman ſuffers to be 


committed, and its Conſequences, 
are in Reſpect to her ſelf as well as 
her Daughter, great and conſiderable, 


But God, who is our Creator and | 
Lawniver. may permit a Work which 


he has made fickle, to be (as it were) 
out of Order; becauſe ſuch an In- 


convenience bs ſcarce any Thing in 


Reſpect to him, and he can caſily re. 
medy it as ſoon as he ſhall think fit. 
This is what the Origenift has ſhewn 
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in his Parrhaſ, 7ana ; where with a 
handful of Duſt, pulveris exigui ja- 


Cu, he has la id a ſwarm of Difficul- 
ties, Which were in a pompous Man- 
ner brought in concerning the Diſ— 
order that we ſee in the World, 
whoſe End we cannot yet uy way 


foreſee. 


BESID ES, what has been faid 


may as well be applied to moral as to 
phyſical Evil, to the Vices, as to the 


Sufferings of Men; and we need not 


make any diſtincter Application of it 
to theſe two Kinds of Diſorders. 


N EITHER ſhall I take up any 


Time to ſhew, that if the Holy Scrip- 
ture taught us any Thing unworthy 


of God, or implied contradictory No- 


tions, it cou'd not be of divine Inſpi- 
Tation, or chain our Faith. The Thing 
is ſelf-evident ; therefore I enlarge 
no more upon this Head, leaving the 
Reader to think the reſt; becauſe I 


wou'd not appear to make the Orige- 
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nift triumph, leſt odious Conſequences 
ſhou'd be drawn from it. 


Laſtly, If any one ſhouꝰd take it ill 


that T reaſon upon the Principles of 


an Origeniſt, tho? I am not altogether 
of ORIGEN's Opinion; he muſt con- 
ſider, that I did not begin, Frft, to 
cover my ſelf with a borrow'd Name; 
I was only willing ky this to imitate 
M. BAYLE, who has taken upon him 
to perſonate the Manichæi. Second- 


ty, They that have nicely examin'd 


Ox1GEn's Opinion, have acknow- 


ledg*d, that bating ſome Platonic 


Whimſies, which may be blotted out 


af his Syſtem, without overthrowing 


it; (ſuch as the Præ- exiſtence of Souls, 
the Revolutions of all Things in ſet- 
tled Periods, and other ſuch Notions) 


the reſt has been generally receiv'd 


and eſteem'd by all the Eaſt; till 
TukorhiLus of Alexandria, and o- 
ther hot Men of his Time, causd 


him to be condemn'd, rather to over- 


throw ſuch Men as they hated, than 


of HE L 1's Torments. 


out of regard to Truth. Beſides, O- 
 RIGEN has always been look'd upon 

as a Member of the Chriſtian Church, 
in which alſo he died; after he had 
been a Confeſſor, during the Perſecu- 
tion of Decius; and had ſhewn a 


great deal of Conſtancy, and appear'd 


very willing to ſuffer Martyrdom. A 


great many have formerly, and of late 


Years, written in his Defence, whoſe 


Books any one may conſult. And then 
what Ozx1G6tNn has advanc'd concern- 


ing the End of Hell Torments, was 
but what he thought he found in 
the Holy Scripture, which he endea- 


vour'd to explain after the belt Man- 


ner that he cou'd. He only argued 
for its Authority, but the Manichæi 
e againſt it. 


Bur ter ſo long a Digreſſion, let 
us hearken anew to Archbiſhop T1r- 


LOTSON, who will ſhew us what ule 


we ought to make of the manner in 

which the Holy Scripture has ex- 

preſsd the Pains of the next Life. 
THE R- 
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c THEREFORE Sinners, /ays he, 

Ke 6 always to be afraid of it, 
“ and reckon upon it; and always 
to remember, that there is great 
« Goodneſs and Mercy in the Se- 
« yerity of God's Threatnings; and 
© that nothing will more juſtify the 
Infliction of eternal Torments, than 
the fooliſh Preſumption of Sinners 
« in venturing upon them, notwith- 


* 


c 


py 
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N 


ce ſtanding ſuch plain and terrible 
— Threatnings. 

« T ars, I am ſure, is a good Ar- 
« 


gument to all of us, to work out 

« our Salvation with Fear and Trem- 

« bling; and with all poſſible Care 
« to endeavour the Prevention of 

« that Miſery which is ſo terribly 

e ſevere, that at preſent we can hard- 

y tell how to reconcile it with the 

OP. Juſtice and Goodneſs of God. 


E 


„ Tyxs God heantly deſires we 
# would do; and hath ſolemnly 
0 | te ora, 
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ſworn, that he hath no Pleaſure 
„ in the Death of the Wicked, but 
( rather that he ſhould turn from his 
\ © Wickedneſs and live. So that here 
e is all imaginable Care taken to 
„prevent our Miſcarriage, and all 
the Aſſurance that the God of 
© Truth can give us of his Unwil- 
“ lingneſs to bring this Miſery upon 
% us. And both theſe, I'm ſure, are 
Arguments of great Goodneſs. For 
what can Goodneſs do more, than 
to warn us 'of this Miſery, and 
earneſtly: perſuade us to prevent it 
and to threaten us ſo very terribly 
on purpoſe to deter us from ſo great 


a Danger? 


( 


* 
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Nd if this will not prevail with 
us, but we will go ſtill on to de- 
« ſpiſe the Riches of God's Goodneſs, 
« and Long-ſuffering, and Forbear- 
«* ance; what in Reaſon remains for 
* us, but a fearful looking for of 
FJudgmeut, and fiery Indignation to 
conſume us? And what almoſt. 
: „„ 
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can Juſtice, or even Goodneſs it 
{elf do leſs, than to inflict that Pu- 
niſhment upon us, which with 
Eyes open we would wilfully run 
upon; and which no Warning, no 
Perſuaſion, no Importunity could 
prevail with us to avoid? And 


when, as the Aboſtle ſays, knows- 
ing the Judgment of God, that they 


which commit ſuch Things are wor- 
thy of Death; yet for all that we 
would venture to commit them. 


AND therefore, whatever we 


ſuffer, we do but inherit our own 


Choice, and have no Reaſon to 
complain of God, who hath ſet be- 
fore us Life and Death, eternal 


Happineſs and Miſery; and hath 
left us to be the Carvers of our 


* own Fortune: And if, after all this, 


we will obſtinately refuſe this Hap- 
pineſs, and wilfully run upon this 


Miſery, Wo unto us! for we have 


rewarded Evil to our ſelves. 


« You: 
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* You ſee then, by all that hath 
«© been ſaid upon this Argument, 
« what we have all Reaſon to ex- 
« pect, if we will ſtill go on in our 
„ Sins, and will not be brought to 
| © Repentance. You have heard, what 

4 a terrible Puniſhment the juſt God 

„had threatned to the Workers of 

“ Tniquity; and that in as plain 

« Words as can be uſed to expreſs 

„any Thing. Theſe, that is, the 
| © Wicked, ſhall go away into ever- 
| © laſting Puniſhment, but the Rightes 
| © ous into Life eternal. 


* 


| « Hers are Life and Death, Hap- 
| « pineſs and Miſery ſet before us. 
Not this frail and mortal Life, 
which is hardly worth the having, 
were it not in Order to a better 
and happier Lite; nor a temporal 
Death, to get above the dread 
i whereof ſhould not, methinks, be 
| © difficult to us, were it not for the 
Sag bitter and terrible Conſequences 
1 2 . 
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“ of it: But an eternal Life, and 
an eternal Enjoyment of all Things 


which can render Lite pleaſant and 


„happy; and a perpetual Death, 
„ which will for ever torment 8 
« hut never make an End of us 


* TuksE God propounds to ou; 
1 „boi And if the Conſideration 

* of them will not prevail with us to 
a 40 our Sins, and to reform our 
Lives, what wilt? Weightier Mo- 
* tives cannot be propos'd to the Un- 
* deritanding of Man, han everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhment, and Life eternal; 
« than the greateſt and moſt durablc 


© Happineſs, and the moſt intolerablc 


* and laſting Miſery that human Na. 
ture is capable of. 


* Now, conſidering in what Terms 
* the Threatnings of the Goſpel arc 
” expreſs >, we have all the Reaſon 
*1n the World to believe that the 


* Puniſhment of Sinners in another 


World will be everlaſting.” How: 
eve, 


ut 


he 
ner 
We 
Dex, 


the uncomfortable and uncertain 


Hope of being diſcharg'd out of 


| © and terrible ſuffering of the moſt 


„ 


& -. (6 


and Underſtanding of Men, to 
make this their laſt Refuge and 
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q 00 


| ever, we cannot be certain of te 
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contrary, Time enough to prevent 

it; nor till we come there, and find 

it by Experience how it is: And if 

it prove ſo, it will then be too late 
either to prevent that terrible 
Doom, or to get it revers'd. 


„So E comfort themſelves with 
Being, and reduc'd to their firſt 
Nothing; at lealt, after the tedious 


grievous and exquilite Torments 


for innumerable Ages. And if this 
Ko 


ſhould happen to be true, good 
God! how feeble, how cold a Com- 
fort is this? Where is the Reaſon 


Hope; and to lean upon it as a Mat- 
ter of mighty Conſolation, that they 


ſhall be miſerable beyond all Ima- 


ination, and beyond all Patience, 
tor God knows how many Ages? 
G2 * Have 
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Have all the Workers of Iniquity 
uo Knowledge ? No right Senſe and 


Judgment of Things? No Conſi— 
deration and Care of themſelves, 
no Concernment for their own laſt- 
ing Intereſt and Happineſs? 


« ORIGEN, I know not for 


what good Reaſon, is faid to have 
been of Opinion, That the Puniſh- 


ment of Devils and wicked Men, at- 
ter the Day of Judgment, will con- 
tinue but for a thouſand Years; and 


that, after That Time, they ſhall all 


be finally ſaved. I can very hardly 
perſuade my ſelf, that ſo wiſe and 
learned a Man as Origen was, 


ſhould be poſitive in an Opinion for 


Which there can be no certain 


Ground in Reaſon, eſpecially for 
the punctual and preciſe Term of 
a thouſand Years; and for which 
there is no Ground at all, that 1 


know of, from divine Revelation. 


B07 
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« Bur upon the whole Matter, 
© however it be; be it for a dünne 
« Years, or be it for a longer and un- 
© known Term, or be it for ever, 
« which is plainly threatned in the 
| * Goſpel : I fay, however it be, this 
| © js certain, that it is infinitely wiſer 
«to take Care to avoid it, than to 
| * diſpute it, and to run the final Ha- 
| © zard of it. Put it which Way 


woe will, eſpecially if we put it 
7 

| © ought to do, it is by all poſſible 
| © Means to be provided againſt : 


| © So terrible, ſo intolerable is the 


Thought, yea, the very leaſt Suſpi- 
| © cion of being miſerable for ever. 


* AND now give me Leave to as 


* you, as St. Paul did King Agrip- 


pa, Do you believe the Scriprares ! 
| © And I hope I may anſwer for you, 


3 my ſelf, as he did for Agrippa, I 


* know you do believe them. And 1 in 


them theſe Things are clearly re- 


© vealed, and are Part of that Creed 


„„ 


at the Wort, as in all Prudence we 
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of which we make a ſolemn Profeſſi- 
on every Day. 


_ « Axv yet, when we conſider how 


Mind to reconcile our Belief with 


our Bible and our Creed, or we 
* muſt change our Lives. 


„LET us then conſider, and ſhew 


a little while, be contented to be 


moſt Men live, is it credible that 
they do firmly believe this plain 
Declaration of our Saviour and 


our Judge, that the Wicked ſhall 


go into everlaſiing Puniſhment , but 


the Righteous into Life eternal? 


« Or if they do in ſome ſort be- 


lieve it, is it credible that they do 


at all conſider it ſeriouſly, and lay 
it to Heart? So that if we have a 


our Actions, we muſt either alter 


our ſetves Men. And if we do ſo, 
can any Man, to pleaſe himſelf for 


_ puniſhed for ever; and for the Sha- 
dow of a | ſhort and imperfect Hap- 
Pars 
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pineſs in this Lite, be willing to 


run the Hazard of being really "and 


cternally miſerable in the next 
World ? 


© SUREL v this Conſideration a- 
lone, of the extreme and endleſs Mi- 
ſery of impenitent Sinners in ano- 
ther World, if it were but well 


wrought into our Minds, would be 
ſufficient to kill all the Temptations 
of this World, and to lay them dead 


at our Feet; and to make us deaf to 


* all the Enchantments of Sin and 


Vice: Becauſe they bid us fo infi- 


nitely to our Loſs, when they o- 
fer us the Enjoyment of a ſhort 


Pleaſure, upon ſo very hard and un- 
equal a Condition, as that of be- 
ing miſerable for ever. 


THE eternal Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments of another Life, which 


are the great Sanction and Securi- 


ty of God's Laws, one would think 
* ſhould be a ſufficient Weight to 
64 +. Cal 
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caſt the Scales againſt any Plea. 
ſure, or any Pain, that this World 


can tempt, or threaten us withal. 


Lv 185 yet, after all this, will we 


ſtill go on to do wickedly, when 
we know the Terrors of the Lord, 
and that we muſt one Day anſwer 


all our bold Violations of his Law, 


and Contempts of his Authority, 
with the Loſs of our immortal 
Souls, and by /uffering the Heu- 
geauce HF eternal Fire? 


© WHAT. is it then that can give 
Men the Heart and Courage; but | 


recal that Word, becauſe it is not 


true Courage, but Fool hardineſs, 


thus to out- brave the Judgment of 
God, and to ſet at nought the hor- 


rible and amazing Conſideration of 


a miſerable Eternity ? How is it 
poſlible that Men that are awake, 
and in their Wits, ſhould have any 
Eaſe in their Minds, or enjoy fo 


much as one quiet Hour, whilſt ſo 
- ent 
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« great a Danger hangs over their 


“ Heads, and they have taken no to- 
“ lerable Care to prevent it? If we 
have any true and juſt Senſe of this 
7 

that we have it, by making haſte to 
« eſcape it, and by taking that Care 
“of our Souls, which is due to im- 
| © mortal Spirits that are made to be 
| © happy or miſerable to all Eternity. 


Taz Archbiſhop goes on with ſuch 


Exhortations to the End of his Ser- 


mon, What I have quoted is ſu ffici- 
ent to ſhew (ſuch as have not read 


| his Works) how much they deſerve 
that Praiſe which they have met with. 


TRR ſafeſt and wiſeſt Way, as to 


| the Torments of the next Life, is to 


| believe that GOD will never do any 


Thing but what is agreeable to his 
Divine Attributes; and at the ſame 
Time to uſe all the Care imaginable. 


to avoid the Effect of his Threats: 


which (whatever it be) ſhall be the 


more 


Danger, we cannot fail to ſhew 
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more terrible, the more it is deſpiſed. 
Nothing offends a Lau- given more, 


than to ſee that the greater his Threats 


are, the leſs they are regarded ; and 
that inſtead of meeting with Obedi- 
ence, they are cavillid at. Then let 
fuck as complain of GOD's Threats, 

be now /#lent, and ſtrive to obey him; 


1t will be Time enough for them to 
complain when they have ſeen the 


Execution of them, if then they think 
them unjuſt. But let theſe Men be- 


ware, leſt they ſhow'd bring zhem up- 


on their own Heads, by complaining 


_ beforehand, of what they have not yet 
been made ſenſible of. 


Tryus concludes M. /e Clerc's 
Defenſe of Archbiſhop Tillot ſon. We 
ſhall next produce the Oppoſition 
made to theſe Arguments by Milliam 
Lupton, M. A. Fellow of Lincoln 


College, in a Sermon by him preach- 
ed before the Univerſity of Oxford at 
St. Mary's, Novemb. 24th, 1706, and 
whuch he printed under the following 


Title 
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Title -T Eternity of future Puniſh- 
ment proved and vindicated. But 
how he has proved is the Subject of 
our Enquiry. 


1 LuPTON from his Text of 


Mat. Ch. 25. Ver. 46. And theſe ſhall 


go away iuto EVERLASTING Puniſh- 
ment, thus opens Gladiator like, 
viz. © Though GOD hath revealed 
* the eternal Duration of future 
* Puniſhment, in the plaineſt and 

* moſt poſitive Terms; yet the zm. 
„ pions Gloſſes of ſome, and the Dic- 
* tates of an zmmoderate Self-Love 


“in others, have repreſented this im- 


portant Article of our Faith as ab- 


* {urd and incredible. 


Tres impious Glofſes, he means, | 
are the foregoing Arguments brought 
in Defenſe of an omnipotent Mercy, 


the Extenſion of which divine Altri— 


bute, ſuch rigid Dogmatiſts, as our 


Declaimer, would infinuate the Al- 


mighty is wich- held from granting to 


miſerable 97 mers. 3 
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Bo r from mere Declamation, let 
us proceed to more ſubſtantial Reaſon. 
Full fraught is his whole Diſcourſe 
with a Volubility of hard Names; 
and now from the impious Gloſſes of 
ſome, he farther adds, that“ ſome o- 
« thers have been ſo profanely and 
* blaſphemoully bold, as to queſtion 
* the Equity of God's Purpoſes ”. 
This round Afertion is ſo diſtant from 
Truth, that it is his own Adherents on- 
ly who are gailty. Then fancying e- 
very Declaration, he makes, to be de- 
finitive ; he leaves his general Epi- 
thet of Some, and condeſcends to no- 
minate Archbiſhop TiLLoTsoN.. 


HE firſt avers, that the ARGu- 
MENTS brought by himſelf, 7ozntly con- 
ſidered, s REM abundantly ſufficient to 
fatisfy all Difficulties (But I dare 
{ay upon a careful Examination, that 
they will not sEEM ſo concluſive to 
any Body elſe--) and hen adds, © tho? 
* the contrary hath been inſinuated 
10-4: Diſcourſe too well known, 


(much 


of HEL L's Torments. 
(much better known indeed than any 
he will ever deliver either from the 
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Pulpic or the Preſs) © which was ſome 


« Years ago publiſhed by oxt, whoſe 


. 


Lang 


ments and high Station in the 


“Church do command ſo very great 
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cc 


« thought ſcarce allowable to menti- 
(e 


** 


« wiſe than with Approbation and 


“ Applauſe : But he hath, in this Par- 
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© Miſtake, 


Now, leſt the Reader ſhould think 
I have already been too ſevere upon 


extraordinary perſonal Accompliſh- 


on any Part of his Writings, other- 


Deference, that it may perhaps be 


ticular, made it very plain, that e- 
ven the greateſt Men have their 
Intervals of Miſapprehienſion and 


this Caſuiſi, I will here produce the 
Sentiments of two Gentlemen upon 
this Debate. The frſt is the Writer 


of that Prelate's Life, + who in the 
+ The Life of Abp. TiIotſm is well wrote, and 


was compiled from the Minutes of the late Mr. Yeung 


Dean of Salisbury, in which likewiſe the Author was 
greatly aſſiſted by Bp. Barnet. It is printed (in Fo- 
lio to bind up with his Works) by H. Carl in the 
. #trand, 8 PR 141 
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141 Page thereof thus remarks, ſpeak- 
ing of Mr. Lupton, He falls, ſays 


cc 
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“ and an alluming Air throughout, 


are Proots of a good Cauſe, and 
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he, in a moſt violent manner upon 
this great and good Man, on Ac- 
count of his Sermon on the Eter- 
nity of Hell Torments. In this In- 
vective the young Author, (for I 
cannot think him very Old, either 
by the Force of his Arguments, or 
the Candour of his Management 
of them) expreſſes a great deal of 
Warmth againſt the Biſhop ; and it 


hard Words, and malicious Inſinu— 


ations, a Confidence of aſſerting 


the better of the Argument, Mr. 
Lupton has obtained the Victory 
over Archbiſhop Tillot ſon; bur 


if theſe are only the viſible Ef, 


feats of a vain Opinion of himſelf, 
we never had a Piece fuller of Va- 
nity and AﬀeQation. Firſt then, 


I cannot help declaring, that from 


the Diſcourſe, I dare believe, that 
* the Author with all his Selt-Opini- 


- 4 


E © 


of HELL's Torments. 


« on, and Aſſurance, would not have 
85 preſumed to oubliſh it, had not the 


great Man he attacked been dead. 
I muſt farther obſerve, that he does 
not pretend to aſlert, that the E 
ternity of Puniſhments is denied by 
the Biſhop, but will not allow 


cc 


cc 
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that his Arguments are ſufficient to 
prove it, and therefore he ſupplies 
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better, as he would have 1 us believe. 


I ſhall give but a Specimen of his 


“ Confutation of the Biſhop's Argu- 


« ment. — That to puniſh eternally 
Man for temporary Crimes, can ne- 


der be juſtified by the common Nea. 


& ſon that is brought in its Defenſe, 


„Dig. That if the Wicked {ſhould 


“live always, they would / on to 


Eternit), for that it ſeems not a- 
cc 


« 11h Crimes that never were commit - 


ted. But ſays our Author, I, theSin- 
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> Grace; then the ee is 72 
that 


* greeable to eternal Fuſtice to pun- 


ner has provoked God to that Degree 
as to make him with-hold his Saving- 
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& that the Sinner not being able to re. 
ce pent, or turn without that Saving. 
“Grace, he muſt inevitably ſin on to 
« Eternity, and is therefore juſtly 
_& puniſhed by eternal Torments. 


Bur can there be any thing in Þ * 
Nature more abſurd than this? Þ 
«& To ſolve the Difficulty that lay Þ 
© againſt the common Argument, that 
« the wicked would ſin on eternally ii 
© they lived /o long; he would fix a 
greater Injuſtice on GOD than the 
former Argument had done ; for 
„here, he makes GO D puniſh the 
Sinner for not repenting, when he 

“ with-holds the only Means of his 
being capable of doing ſo, — Jav- 
ing Grace, - 


=. 


ay 
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cc 
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& This Author's Arguments are in- 
deed all a mere begging the Queſti- 
on, in taking that for granted, which 
wants chiefly to be proved. If he 
had thought the Abp. had weaken- 
© ed, or gone againſt any Doctrine of 
_* the Scripture, he ought firſt to have 
5: xs 
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fix*d his Senſe of the Texts on which 
he built this Doctrine. For Exam- 


| © ple, he ought particularly to have 


ſhewn, that the Scripture was to 


Abe taken literally here, tho? not in 
c 


other Places, and given irrefraga- 
ble Arguments to prove why it 
ſhould 4e /6. He ſhould have ſhewn 
that — for ever — everlaſting, &c. 
in the Scripture-Senſe, were always 
underſtood as we do now, or as he 
does, of ſomething that never can 
or ill have an End. One Gene- 
ration cometh, and another goeth, 


but the Earth endureth for EVER, 
is a Text in Scripture, and yet 1 


believe this Gentleman will not con- 
tend, that there is to be 20 End 


of the Earth, and ſtill tell us he 


believes the Bible. It being noto- 
rious, that as the Scripture often, 
by all the Earth, only means the 
Land of Judah, or of 1/rael ; ſo 


thoſe Terms of, for ever, always, 
and everlaſting, are frequently made 


ww _-- 


H * ule 


16 


_ 


2 


106 On the Eternit) 


c 


- 


uſe of to expreſs a /ong Duration of | 


& Time, which yet will have an End, 
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« HE ſhould therefore have clear: 
ed this Point in the firſt Place, and 
evidently have ſhewn why thok 
„ Words {ſhould bear in this Caſe 2 
different Senſe”. * 


Cc 
cc 


I ſhall fay no more to Mr. Lupton, 
after what this Gentleman has urged 
in behalf of the good Archbiſhop, 
but leave him; entirely acquieſcing in 

his own Sentiments of his Sermon, 
That it is not equal to the great 


Weight and Diffculty of the Argu 
ment. = 


* 
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* + Seo Archbiſhop Nase e Life, ut Sufi, 
Page 142, 143 and 144. | 
| Mr. Lupron's Dedication of his Sermon to 
r. Adams. 


A LET 


G8 IGOGD ee, 


5740807 


2 7888 SSD 


[LETTER 


T O THE 


| BOOKSELLER. 


STR; EL 
ERCEIVING, by the Pub- 
lich Prints, that your Editor 


ok the new Edition of Mr. SWIN- 
| vex's Enquiry, &c. intends a Sup - 
| plement to his Chapter on the Eter- 

| nity of HELL's Torments : IL was of 

Opinion, that after the two great 
Names of TILLOTSON and LueToN, 
to hear the Sentiments of One no Way 
| inferior to either, would be accepta- 
| ble to the Curious. I need not fay, 
I mean Dr. THomas BuR NET, late 
| Maſter of the Charter-Houſe, whoſe 
; clear Reaſoning, happy Genius, and 
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elegant Stile are equally to be admir. 
ed. In the Works publiſhed by Him- 
ſelf, he has given the World a Speci- 
men only of what we might reafon- 
ably have hoped for, had not Death 
and his fingular Modeſty deceived 
us. He 1s 1n this Place introduced, 
pleading the Cauſe of thole unhappy 
Perſons, whoſe paſt Lives have ren- 
dered their preſent State ſo miſerable 
as to fear the Loſs of their Souls. 
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IN a Treatiſe, (of which himſel 

permitted but few, very few Copie, 

BIT, to be printed) intitled, De Statu 
Burnet Mertuorum, Sc. Aker giving us 1 
full Account of the Opinions of thc 

antient and modern Authors, facred 

and profane, as to the State of the 
Damned; even exhauſting the Suh- 

jet, and modeſtly offering alſo his 

own Opinion, back'd by as ſound Ar- 
gument as the Nature of his Subjed 

permits; he declares for the MERC. 

FUL Side of the Queſtion ; which 


; Declaration : the rather communt 
„ate, 


of HELL's Torments. 


cate, becauſe but few Readers can 


ever hope to ſee it in the Original; 


by Reaſon of the great Secrecy and 
Caution with which it has been moſt 


beautifully reprinted, and diſpers'd in- 
to a very ſmall number of Hands; 


and the greateſt Care taken by the 


learned Editor that it ſhould never 
become publickly common. * 


I x the 319th and 320th Pages of 


this moſt excellent Piece is the fol- 


lowing Paſſage. 
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Nobis difficile eſt omnem exuere hu. 


manitatem : Deo difficilius omnem mi- 


* This Work is intitled De Statu Mortucrum G 


Reſurgentizm. Acceſſerunt Epiſtole due circa Libellum 


de Archaelog:js Philoſaphicis. Audore THoOMaB vu R- 


NETIO, S. T. P. Lond. 1723. 4to. In the Pre- 


face whereof is this remarkable Paſſage, VJiſum eſt in 
pauciſſimorum uſum aliquot exemplaria recudere: Quip- 


pe quia agre ferrent ex diAoribus nonnulli, mag no 
ſummi viri ſtudio excultum pus aliquando forſan inte- 
rire poſſe. Adbibita tamen eſt cautela, ne in vulgus e- 


manaret. Quiſquis igitur hync libellum in manus ſump- 


ſerit, is ſe nullo modo paſſurum a qurquam aut calamo 


aut typis deſerivi, data fide, obſtringito. 
ſericordiam. 
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fericordiam. Et fi naturam noſtram 
corrumpere aut deſlruere poſſumus, Di- 
vinam non poſſumus. Pulſarunt olim 
tympana in valle Hinnom, ue ex au- 
diretur a populo & a parentibus in- 
fantum clamor, qui immolabantur i- 
dolo igneo, & vagiebaut acerbe inter 
flammas. Sed totum licet ætheraà re- 
ſonare feceris continuis tonitribus, 
nunquam efficies ut in hoc Tophet, de 
uo loquimur, excruciatorum Plan- 
tus & ejulatus non aſtendant in au- 
res Fehoue, patris miſericordiarum. 
.Reſpice pauliſper, fi placet, doctor 
immiſericors quale nobis exhibes ſpe- 
ctaculum Quale Theatrum Provi- 
deutiæ. multo majorem partem huma- 
ni generis &ſtuantem inter flammas 
per æterna ſæcula. O aigna Deo & 
Angelis ſpectatoribus ſcena ! dein ad 
demulcendum aures, dum plangoribus 
S ululatu Celum Terramque replet 
hec infelix turba, barmoniam habes 
plane divinam. Illud præterea mi- 
hi dolet non parum, quod videam, 
boc modo tautam Parrens nature ra- 
tonalis 
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tionalis inutilem factam, funditus 
perditam, & rejettaneam : inſtar 


alis inſulſi, aut inſtar vappæ pro- 
jectam foras, ſine uſu aut ſpe futura. 


. e. To Mankind it is difficult to 
put off their Humanity, harder to 
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GOD to lay aſide 42% Mercy. And 
tho' we may corrupt or deſtroy our 
own Nature, yet have we no Pow- 
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er over the Divine: It was uſual to 


beat Drums in the Valley of Hiunom 


to hinder the Parents and Populace 
from hearing the bitter Cries of 


their Infants, from amidſt the Flames 


offered to their wooden Idol: But 


tho' you make the Air ring with a 


continued Thunder, you cannot 
hinder the Weepings and Wailings 
of thoſe tormented in that Topher, 
(of which we now treat) from aſ- 


cending up to the Ears of a Jeho- 


1 vah, the Father of Mercies. 


Lo o x backa little, i if you pleaſe, 


thou Broacher of Cruelty, what a 
fine Spectacle, how | 1 a 
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Theatre of Providence thou diſplay- 
eſt, much the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind ſweltering in Flames for an E- 
ternity: A Scene this, fit for God 
and Angels to be Spectators of 
Again, you afford us a Harmony al- 
moſt divine, to charm our Ears, in 
hearing this unhappy Company fill 
Heaven and Earth with their Cries 
and Howlings. Beſides it is no ſmall 
concern to me, to ſee by this Meanz 


ſo large a Part of the rational Crea- 
tion made uſeleſs, altogether loſt, 
and rejected, thrown away like Salt 


without Savour, or dead Wine, uſe 


lets and hopelefs 


SUCH are the Sentiments of this 


truly great Man. I am, 


SIR, your humble Servant, 


and 


PHILALETBHBES. 
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